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Minister’s Message 


In our increasingly interdependent world, where three-quarters of humanity lives in developing 
countries, it is essential for us to understand that vast majority ... their problems, aspirations, 
values and needs. If you are young, it is even more important, because you and these people will 
be sharing the world for a long time ... sharing, in fact, a common future. 


World development — the effort of countries and people to build better lives — is a complex, 
dramatic, confusing and urgent story. And most Canadians may never have a chance to visit a 
Third World country, or to meet even one of the billions of men, women and children struggling 
daily against global poverty. 


This video collection offers a way for you to see some of those countries, meet a few of those 
people, and learn about certain problems and issues that affect their lives. 


I believe that Canadians, especially the young, need to know much more about international 
development, so they can take part in shaping the kind of world we all want to see. And I believe 
that Canada’s development cooperation program needs to reach out to the public, so that more 
Canadians will learn what is at stake, and will decide to take part in that process personally. 


Those who choose to learn, and to contribute, will find their lives enriched. In Thailand, when 
you give alms to a monk, it is then customary to thank the monk for accepting the gift. To me, 
there is something very appealing in this tradition. It embodies the human truth that when you 
give, you also receive. 


I hope that thousands of students and teachers across Canada will find, in the International 
Development Video Library, a way to broaden their horizons, deepen their understanding, and 
open their hearts, so they can share in building a better world and a brighter future. 


aac 


~ 


Monique Landry 
Minister for External Relations and 
International Development 


Governtnex 
Publicatiozs 


Introduction: 


The International Development Video Library was compiled by CIDA to provide 
instructors and students at the secondary and post-secondary levels with more information on 
development. 


Each title in the video library deals with a number of development issues. This User’s Guide 
provides a brief resume of the contents of each title, lists the key concepts explored in the video, 
and provides some learning activities which can be used to reinforce the information in the 
video. 


There are a variety of suggested learning activities, and the information provided for a specific 
activity can easily be modified to fit other activities. 


While some of the videos are part of a complete series, each title can be used on its own. In the 
case of a series, the last minute or two of a video often introduces issues which will be explored 
in the next title. 


More information on particular issues can be obtained from a variety of sources including: 
international coverage in local newspapers; high commissions and embassies; development 
magazines such as South, New Internationalist, or Asia Week; non-governmental 
development organizations such as World University Service of Canada, CUSO, and INTER 
PARES; and organizations such as the Girl Guides, the Canadian Red Cross Society, and 
Kiwanis, which have international components in their programs. 


Information on development aid programs may be obtained from the Public Affairs Branch of 
the Canadian International Development Agency. 


When viewing these videos, it is important to remember that, in Canada, we are seeing these 
events and activities in the abstract form of ‘issues’; only when we accept that these issues are 
reality for much of world will we begin to understand development and to define roles for 
Canadians that will help others to help themselves. 


It is hoped that the International Development Video Library will increase Canadians’ 
understanding of the development process, and make us more aware of the changing demands 
of an increasingly interdependent world. 


Paths of 


Development: 
Behind the Image 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


Behind the Image discusses how Third 
World development goals relate to those 
of the industrialized North. Examples 
from Malaysia, Peru, and Niger illustrate 
often diverse and conflicting develop- 
ment needs. Journalists and experts 
highlight various characteristics to stress 
the diversity within these three develop- 


Key Concepts: 


ing countries in geography, economic 
activities and economic development, 
race, culture, ethnicity, and religion. 
Each developing country must chart its 
own path yet they share common prob- 
lems of poverty and income inequality 
compounded by a common dependence 
on fluctuating world market prices for 
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their products. A relationship of domina- 
tion by the North is no longer accept- 
able to the developing world. The film 
invites us to question our attitudes, 
adjust our values, and.adapt our be- 
haviour to respond to the new environ- 
ment being created at the global level. 


Development goals; economic, cultural, 
social, and political diversity; ethnicity; 


Related Information: 


1. Diversity among developing 
countries: 

Developing countries vary greatly from 
one another, for example: 

¢ Gabon contains some of the richest 
mineral deposits in the world, while 
neighbouring Chad has no known min- 
eral resources... . 

¢ Yemen is largely arid desert, while 
much of Indonesia is rain forest . . . 

¢ Brazil is an important industrial power, 
while Nepal is virtually devoid of 
industry... 

¢ Average income in Argentina is about 
20 times higher than average income in 
Ethiopia... . 


This great diversity forces us to examine 
developing countries in more meaningful 
groups based on similarity of 
characteristics. 


Oil exporting countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Mexico, and Nigeria enjoy 
annual national incomes in the billions 
but remain confronted by severe devel- 


commonality; interdependence; poverty 
and inequality; development alternatives. 


opment and redistribution problems. 
Newly industrialized countries such as 
Taiwan, Singapore, Argentina, and Ma- 
laysia have been successful in develop- 
ing an industrial base and enjoy, on 
average, significantly higher standards of 
living than other developing countries. 
Least developed countries such as 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 
Chad, and Haiti are mainly found in the 
poverty belt stretching across Africa into 
Asia. They are characterized by very low 
per capita incomes, low rates of literacy, 
very low agricultural productivity, lim- 
ited resources, a lack of skilled person- 
nel, weak institutions and infrastruc- 
tures, and often suffer from geographic 
or climatic handicaps. 


2. Interdependence: 

“The Third World is no longer a remote 
reality to the industrialized North. The 
events which influence them also affect 
our daily lives: if the wheat harvest in 
China is poor, we pay more for our daily 
bread. The conflicts in Iran increase the 


price we pay for gasoline. A frost in 
Brazil nearly doubles the cost of a cup 
of coffee. Strikes in Zaire or Zambia or 
Chile change the prices we pay or get 
for copper.” 

(Marcel Massé, President of CIDA, 
1980-1982.) 


In Canada people are largely preoc- 
cupied with domestic problems such as 
debt, unemployment, energy prices, in- 
flation, and taxes. We feel that the 
problems affecting other countries are 
less urgent to us or less immediate and 
less capable of solutions. In our own 
interests, Canadians must learn to under- 
stand what is happening, question our 
attitudes, adjust our values, and adapt 
our behaviour to respond to a new 
environment at the global level. The new 
reality is that many of Canada’s prob- 
lems are related to the economic and 
political transformations occurring 
throughout the world. These changes can 
only be accommodated through changes 
in the global environment. 


Activities: 


1. Development Journal 

Each viewer collects one week’s articles 
on development issues from a major 
newspaper or magazine. 


The articles should be fastened on the 
left side of a page in a development 
journal while personal notes are written 
on the right side. Viewers will share 
their observations at subsequent sessions 
bearing in mind the following questions: 
i) Have you read articles on develop- 
ment before? 

ii) Do the articles focus on good news 
or bad news? 

11) Do the articles contain in-depth 
evaluations of the issues? 

iv) Do the articles illustrate the diversity 
within the country and/or between this 
country and other developing countries? 
v) Do the articles indicate solutions to 
the problems? Do you agree with the 
solutions? Do you see other possible 
solutions? 

vi) How many articles were in prime 
viewing spots? How many were in 
secondary viewing spots? 


2. Personal Questions 

The following questions, answered 
thoughtfully and in private prior to 
viewing the film should help viewers 
become more sensitive to, and critical 
of, development issues. It may help 
viewers deal with the general question: 
How do I react to development issues? 
i) Do you feel that people in your 


environment (home, school or office) 
have a good knowledge of Third World 
problems? 

il) Have you ever met people from 
developing countries? 

ill) Why are developing countries poor? 
iv) Are people in developing countries 
victims of their own traits and attitudes? 
v) Do solutions to Third World prob- 
lems rest mainly in the rich world? 

vi) If given the opportunity, how could 
you best help people in developing 
countries? 

vii) Do you think that young people in 
the Third World have the same dreams 
and aspirations as you do? 


3. Exercise: 

Compare three developing countries in 
terms of their geography, level of 
economic development, industries, 
sources of export earnings, population 
growth, culture, and political institutions. 


4. Questions: 

i) How should the rich nations and their 
citizens respond to the issues of devel- 
opment in the Third World? 

ii) Give a few examples of interdepen- 
dence in the areas of: agriculture, 
commerce, industry, and technology be- 
tween Canada and two developing 
countries. 


5. Discussion Questions: 
i) Decisions facing nations of the Third 
World: 


¢ Should developing nations strive for 
less dependence on the industrialized 
world? Are the development paths pur- 
sued in the North possible or even 
desirable for developing countries? 

* Is there a global split between less 
developed and more developed nations? 
¢ What should be the goals of develop- 
ment? What should development do for 
people? 

¢ What are the different routes to 
development? Which approaches seem to 
be the most appropriate to specific 
situations? 

¢ Do developing nations share common 
features? 

¢ Is it necessary to reform the inter- 
national system in order to achieve 
development? Should developing nations 
support proposals for global reform? 


ii) Decisions facing Canada: 

¢ How should Canada be involved in the 
development plans of Third World 
nations? 

¢ Should Canada give aid? If so, how 
much, to whom and in what forms? 

¢ How should Canada respond to pro- 
posals for global reform? Would such 
plans hurt Canadians? Could such re- 
forms help Canada? What are Canada’s 
responsibilities in global reform? What 
are Canada’s particular opportunities? 

* Is it necessary for Canadians to 
change our lifestyles in view of 
changing world circumstances? 


Paths of 


Development: 


Days of 
Future Past 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


Days of Future Past examines the 
origins of conflict between the Third 
World and developed countries. Focuss- 
ing on Malaysia, Peru and Nigeria, the 
film conveys differing viewpoints on the 
extent to which the present under- 
development of Third World nations is a 
product of their colonial experience and 


Key Concepts: 


Colonialism; conventional development 
approaches; productivity; industrializa- 


Related Information: 


1. Conventional development 
approaches: 

Conventional development approaches 
are Western concepts of economic devel- 
opment which were adopted by a large 
number of developing nations in their 
post-independence period. The Western 
development models are based on indus- 
trialization, urbanization, and moderni- 
zation. In the 1950s and 1960s, their 
main premise was the ‘trickle-down’ 
theory which made the following 
assumptions: 


i) The pattern of industrial growth in the 
Western industrialized nations could be 
duplicated in the developing world; 

ii) Shortages of domestic savings and 
capital could be compensated by means 
of foreign aid, increased foreign ex- 


change earnings, and foreign investment; 


ili) Productivity could be increased 
through mass education programs and 
technical assistance programs; 


iv) Higher levels of capital investment 
and productivity would create significant 
increases in gross national product; 


post-colonial development experiments. 
Days of Future Past provides an under- 
standing of the essential features of the 
development strategies, particularly the 
conventional development approaches 

adopted by a large number of develop- 
ing countries in the post-independence 


tion; modernization; ‘trickle down’ the- 
ory; ‘top down’ theories; dual economy. 


v) Such rapid increases in GNP would 
‘trickle down’ to the masses in the form 
of jobs and other economic oppor- 
tunities, resulting in the broad distribu- 
tion of the benefits of economic growth. 
The results of ‘trickle-down’ approaches 
did not match the theory. Results were 
uneven and inconsistent as shown by the 
following example: 

India has encouraged large-scale indus- 
trialization since it gained independence 
in 1947 and now ranks as the tenth 
industrial power in the world. More than 
five million Indians work in factories. 
Major industries include: steel, textiles, 
chemicals, fertilizers, heavy equipment, 
automobiles, cement, and newsprint. 
India has a large pool of highly-educated 
scientists, technicians, and managers. 
All this in spite of the fact that India is 
largely a nation of small peasant farmers 
residing in hundreds of thousands of 
rural villages. Although there has been 
steady growth in the economy, 36% of 
the population lives in conditions of 
absolute poverty; only 33% has access to 
clean water; and real economic gains are 
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period, and their limited success. It 
addresses the impact of colonization and 
independence on these countries, while 
particular attention is paid to the nature 
and effectiveness of post-independence 
approaches to development and their 
relevance today. 


concentrated in the hands of the richest 
5% who receive 26% of India’s national 
income. 


2. Reasons for limited success: 

In explaining the relative failure of such 
‘top-down’ approaches, many theorists 
point to the ‘dual economy’ found in 
most developing countries: 15% of the 
population survives in the modern sector 
and resides in one or two major urban 
centres, while the remaining 85% of the 
people live in rural areas and small 
towns, often at subsistence levels. By 
concentrating on industrialization and 
modernization, most development 
schemes bypass the majority of the 
population. People in rural areas have 
not benefited from more than 20% of the 
investment in economic development. 
Another contributing factor is the inap- 
propriateness of Western technology for 
many situations faced by developing 
countries. Modern machinery and meth- 
ods often do not meet the needs of the 
population and provoke environmental, 
social, and cultural problems worse than 


those confronted at the introduction of 
such growth-oriented strategies. Western 
technologies require high capital invest- 
ment and their emphasis on high pro- 
ductivity does not contribute what the 
developing world needs: full employ- 
ment. The cultural dimensions of prob- 


Activities: 


1. Opinion Poll: 

A series of value-oriented questions are 
posed, such as: 

* To what extent is the present under- 
development of Third World nations the 
result of their colonial experiences? 

* Did colonization have a positive or 
negative impact on the development of 
Peru, Malaysia and Niger? 

¢ Were these three countries prepared to 
cope with their independence? 

¢ After gaining independence, did these 
three countries make correct develop- 
ment choices? 

As each question is asked, viewers raise 
their hands to indicate if they agree or 
disagree with the value issue implicit in 
the question in order to show partici- 
pants that their concerns are shared by 
others. 


2. Debate: 
Viewers are asked to list the positive 


lems were rarely considered and 
traditional values and priorities were 
neglected. Within the rural populations, 
such attitudes provoked resistance to 
change. National development policies 
were often conceived and elaborated in 
nations’ capitals far from the problems 


and negative aspects of colonialism in 
Malaysia, Peru, and Niger as a basis for 
debating the following: 

Be it resolved that: the overall impact of 
colonialism was beneficial to Third 
World countries. 

Using the information in the film, one 
group of five viewers is responsible for 
preparing supporting statements and ar- 
guments for the resolution while another 
group of five is responsible for preparing 
statements and arguments to counter the 
resolution. At the conclusion of the 
debate the remainder of the viewing 
audience selects the most compelling of 
the arguments offered. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

i) What was the nature of colonial 
experiences in the Third World? 

11) As presented in the film, what was 
the impact of colonialism in Niger, Peru, 
and Malaysia? 


and without opportunities for adequate 
consultations with those whom the 
schemes intended to help. Such schemes 
did not generate the required participa- 
tion of local people in establishing 
priorities and developing local capacities 
to meet these needs. 


iii) How does the heritage of colo- 
nialism affect these three countries 
today? 

iv) What were the post-colonial devel- 
opment approaches taken by each of 
these three countries? 

v) To what extent were these develop- 
ment approaches successful? What is 
the current situation in each of these 
countries with respect to its level of 
development? 

vi) Ideally, who should participate in 
defining national development strategies 
in developing countries? 

vii) To what extent is it essential to 
involve local communities in any devel- 
opment schemes aimed at assisting 
them? 

vill) Should democratic development 
processes, which require effective input 
from the local community, be required 
by Canada as a condition for qualifying 
for development assistance? 


Paths of 


Development: 
Justice for All 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


Justice for All examines fundamental 
issues faced by developing countries in 
implementing their development strat- 
egies, and the crucial choices which all 
developing countries must make in order 
to meet their goals. Peru, Malaysia, and 
Niger illustrate the search for answers 
which has occurred throughout the 
developing world over the past three 
decades. After independence, Malaysia 
adopted many Western models: large 
industries, modern cities, and rapid 
economic growth. Such growth went 
hand-in-hand with economic inequali- 


Key Concepts: 


Agricultural reform; military coup; dis- 
tribution of income; widening rich/poor 


Related Information: 


What is a ‘developed’ society? 

There have been civilizations whose 
achievements in the areas of arts, 
technology, social stability, and co- 
hesiveness tell us that they were devel- 
oped societies. In modern times there 
exist societies which are technologically 
deficient but successful in providing a 
satisfying and meaningful life for 
people. In clear terms, development is 
not confined to economic growth, nor 


Activities: 


1. Taking a Stand: 

Five positions are established: 
* Positively right; 

¢ Somewhat right; 

¢ Undecided or neutral; 

* Somewhat wrong; 

¢ Positively wrong. 


An action or attitude shown in the film 
is presented to the viewers as a state- 
ment, e.g.: 

“In Peru only a military coup in 1968 
could have brought about change in the 


ties: the rich became richer and the poor 
became poorer. Peru in the 1960s had 
untenable income inequalities between 
rich and poor. Following a military coup 
in 1968, wide-ranging agricultural 
reforms were implemented. Land was 
distributed to the peasants and the 
formation of cooperatives was encour- 
aged and supported. In Niger, a major 
focus of development was the provision 
of a greater political role for the nation’s 
peasants. Again, a military coup was the 
initial step in this direction. A new form 
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of partnership exists in Niger where 
80% of the population now assumes an 
active role in all aspects of social and 
political decision-making. All three 
countries are struggling to establish a 
development path which combines eco- 
nomic growth and social justice. In 
critically assessing how the economic, 
political, and cultural factors are deter- 
minant to the success of any develop- 
ment scheme, Justice for All examines a 
fundamental question: What is a ‘devel- 
oped’ society? 


gap; social justice; western development 
models; basic needs. 


solely to the richer countries of the 
world. 


Debate on the goals of development 
brings out a variety of choices, e.g., 
countries can choose to emphasize 
economic growth and modernization, or 
they can focus on plans to eliminate 
poverty and meet the basic needs of the 
entire population. In the past decade the 


right direction, giving a greater political 
role to the peasants.” 

Viewers are asked to group themselves 
according to one of the five positions 
which is closest to their personal view 
on the country’s action. Each individual 
is asked to explain his/her choice. If 
viewers wish to change their choice after 
hearing others’ reasons for their decision 
they move to the appropriate group. 


2. Self-examination Card: 
On separate cards, one statement to a 


“basic needs” objective has been heavily 
stressed by aid agencies such as CIDA. 
Basic needs means not only improving 
the incomes of the poor but also 
providing them with opportunities to 
attain the essential elements for a life of 
dignity: food, clothing, health care, 
shelter, education, employment, and the 
right to participate in the decisions 
which affect them. 


card, viewers are asked to write four 
statements, two about decisions in the 
film with which they agree and two 
about decisions in the film with which 
they disagree, e.g.: 

i) “I agree with the Malaysian Govern- 
ment’s questioning of the real benefits of 
accelerated economic growth and its 
cultural impact on the people and its 
decision to implement its ‘look East’ 
policy.” 

ii) ‘I disagree with the tendency in 


Third World countries to bring about 
changes through military coups and 
dictatorships.” 


The cards are placed in two piles, one 
for the ‘agree’ statements and one for 
the ‘disagree’ statements. Each viewer 
takes one card from each pile, neither of 
which cards can be his/her own. Each 
viewer in turn defends, to the general 
audience, the statement on his/her 
selected card. In many instances, the 
speaker will be playing the devil's 
advocate as he/she does not hold the 
statement as a personal view. After 
debating the statement, viewers can 
reveal their true stance. 


3. Exercise: 

All developing countries are confronted 
by critical decisions in choosing a just 
and equitable development path. Viewers 
try to establish the types of choices 
available in the following areas: 

i) Political: 

¢ What form of government is most 
effective? 


¢ Should democratic or dictatorial deci- 
sion-making processes be condoned? 

11) Economic: 

* Should a country rely on private 
enterprise, market forces and entrepre- 
neurialism as opposed to public enter- 
prise, government ownership and state 
planning? 

* Should governments adopt population 
policies to limit or control population 
growth? 

¢ Should high rates of population growth 
be seen as a problem? 

ii) Cultural: 

* Should a country try to protect and 
preserve its traditions and culture, or are 
these cultural factors mainly barriers to 
development, therefore requiring change? 


4. Discussion Questions: 

1) What should be the goals of 
development? 

11) What are the different types of 
decisions required of development 
planners? 


iii) Why do nations take different 
decisions on these dimensions of 
development? 


iv) What values are to be part of the 
developmental effort? 


v) What should be the main objectives 
of developing nations in the transforma- 
tion of their economies? 


vi) Are there fundamental changes in 
the organization of the economies of 
developing countries, particularly 
changes in economic ownership, which 
must be undertaken? 


vil) Which appears most promising, a 
collective socialist approach, or a free 
market approach, or a mixture of both 
approaches? 

viii) How should developing countries 
deal with the influx of foreign cultural 
patterns? 


ix) Can the correct mix of traditional 
and imported values bring about just 
social development or is further change 
required? 


Paths of 


Development: 


Striking a 
Balance 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


Striking a Balance examines the tough 
decisions Third World countries must 
make to account for the various con- 
sequences of development alternatives, 
e.g., should a country emphasize indus- 
trialization, resource exploitation, or 
rural development? Using profiles of 
Malaysia, Niger, and Peru, it illustrates 
the need to achieve a balance between 
the various competing development 
goals and the consequences which ac- 
crue from particular choices. In Peru, the 
initial choice of developing industries in 
urban areas had unplanned effects. In 
order to produce urban goods, the 


Key Concepts: 


Self-reliance; self-sufficiency; tradeoffs; 
inequalities; industrialization; alternative 


Related Information: 


1. Self-reliance: 

During the 1970s, after realizing that the 
benefits of development had not reached 
the majority of people, governments and 
aid agencies increasingly focussed their 
policies and resource commitments on 
agricultural development. The basic goal 
had become self-reliance, particularly 
self-reliance for the rural poor. Self- 
reliance can be experienced on several 
levels, individual, community, and na- 
tional. If a community opts for self- 
reliance, is it turning its back on the rest 
of the nation? Does self-reliance mean 
foregoing opportunities to participate in 
the global economy? What are the trade- 
offs, i.e., what is gained and what is 
lost, if a development strategy of self- 
reliance is adopted? 


country was forced to import equipment 
from industrialized countries. Soon Peru 
was importing more to support indus- 
trialization than it was exporting. In 
Niger, although the government encour- 
aged industrialization, not much oc- 
curred. As 80% of Niger’s population 
lives in rural areas, there was no choice 
but to favour agricultural development. 
The government’s first objective was to 
shift from cash crops produced for 
export to food crops in order to meet 
local food requirements. Even after 
several years of focusing on agricultural 
development, Niger must still find ways 


development models; appropriate 
technologies. 


In promoting a self-reliant national 
development strategy two main actions 
must be attained: 

i) Self-sufficiency in foodstuffs in order 
to satisfy the nutritional needs of all 
sectors of the population; 

ii) The quality of life for rural people 
must be improved by moving their 
existence beyond subsistence and creat- 
ing improved employment opportunities 
in rural areas. In many cases, the 
emphasis on self-reliance has been en- 
hanced through the insistence of the 
importance of community participation 
to meet the needs of the community. 
Through the provision of increased 
training, materials and funds, people are 
organized at the community level to take 
on their own development programs and 
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to increase its food production to keep 
pace with demand. Malaysia started on 
its development path with an important 
advantage. Due to its export successes in 
rubber, tin, and coffee, it achieved a 
rapid take-off into industrialization. 

As in Peru, however, rural areas were 
largely ignored by this mainly urban- 
based development strategy. The lack 

of employment opportunities in rural 
Malaysia forced young people to migrate 
to urban centres. Many of these young 
migrants have ended up living in 
squatter areas, only marginally better 
off than in their places of birth. 


participate in, and become responsible 
for, improving the quality of their own 
lives. 


2. Industrialization: 

In choosing to industrialize, developing 
countries must decide which technolo- 
gies are best-suited to their particular 
needs. In the past, they often selected 
Northern models in the belief that rapid 
industrial growth would follow. A study 
by the Economic Commission for Latin 
America established that such imported 
models were generally inadequate for 
the following reasons: 

* they were too automated and capital 
intensive when a major problem in the 
region was unemployment; 

¢ they required highly-skilled labour 


which was not readily available; 

¢ they relied on synthetic materials 
while Latin America had an abundance 
of natural raw materials; 

* they were expensive; 

* they perpetuated dependence on 
Northern suppliers for parts and 
maintenance. 


Activities: 


1. Opinion Poll: 

Value-oriented questions or statements 
related to the issues in the film are 
presented to viewers, e.g.: 

i) “Poor countries should not be helped 
towards modernization before the basic 
needs of their populations, particularly 
those in rural areas, have been met.” 

ii) “The only way to strike a balance is 
by distributing equally to all groups in a 
given population: the rural, urban, poor, 
elite, young, old, etc.”’ 


As each statement is read out, viewers 
raise their hands to agree or disagree 
with the value judgement implied in an 
effort to show each viewer that personal 
concerns are shared with others. 


2. Role Play: 

Viewers assume the identities of deci- 
sion-makers at various levels in the 
development decision chain: Head of a 


Third World countries must learn to 
balance their development objectives and 
select technologies which contribute to 
their overall development goals. In sup- 
port of such efforts, some developing 
countries have established programs of 
action to inform one another of suc- 
cessful technical experiments. The 


Third World country, Minister of Plan- 
ning, President of an Aid Agency, Chief 
of a District, etc. in a simulated 
situation which is a projection of 
elements from the film or from real life 
experiences. e.g.: 

Viewers play the President of a Third 
World country, the Minister of Planning 
for that country and a Chief from one of 
the country’s rural districts. Each justi- 
fies, from his/her own perspective, a 
request for economic and technical 
assistance to the President of CIDA who 
is on an Official visit to the country. 

At some point in the role play, roles may 
be exchanged to permit participants to 
experience both sides of the dialogue. 
Other viewers may take the roles of rural 
villagers who get an opportunity to 
present their pressing needs and pri- 
orities directly to the President of CIDA 
without any elected or appointed of- 


United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) took the leadership in establish- 
ing Technical Cooperation among Devel- 
oping Countries (TCDC) to promote 
sharing of information about technolo- 
gies which are both appropriate and 
efficient. 


ficials to mediate. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

i) In Peru, Malaysia, and Niger, how 
has re-assessment of development goals 
led to the selection of alternative devel- 
opment directions? 

ii) Is it possible to focus on the needs 
of the rural poor, the majority of the 
population in most developing countries, 
without provoking a negative backlash in 
the rest of society? 

iii) What are the costs, benefits, and 
tradeoffs involved in alternative develop- 
ment approaches which rely on: rural 
development; mass participation; appro- 
priate technology; and self-reliance? 

iv) What factors have led developing 
nations to concentrate on alternative 
development approaches? 

v) To what extent have alternative devel- 
opment approaches been successful in 
Niger, Peru, and Malaysia? 


Paths of 


Development: 
The Monster 


Machine 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


The Monster Machine depicts how 
global economic interdependence affects 
Third World nations. It explores several 
factors which are beyond the control of 
poor nations and have determinant im- 
pacts on their development decisions. 
During the past four centuries, a world 
market, mainly resulting from the eco- 
nomic colonization of most of the 
developing world by a few dominant 
European cultures, has emerged. As 
with several other aspects of interna- 


Key Concepts: 


Economic alliances; transnational corpo- 
rations; commodity markets; interna- 
tional banking; New International 


Related Information: 


1. Trade Imbalances: 

Their colonial past has left the nations 
of the developing world with severe 
structural problems such as: 

¢ Of an estimated $350 billion paid by 
consumers in the rich world for Third 
World commodities, the developing 
countries receive about $35 — $40 
billion in export revenues. As much as 
90% of final selling price is appropriated 
by intermediate services such as process- 
ing, marketing, distribution and trans- 
portation. 

¢ Many developing nations now depend 
on just one or a very few commodities 
for their export earnings. Such depen- 
dence has made their economies very 
vulnerable to commodity price fluctua- 
tions. As prices are determined in the 
North, they are established in response 
to open market pressures which are in 
the interests of Northern consumers. 
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tional life, world market forces were and 
are characterized by a rich country/poor 
country dichotomy. Many observers feel 
that the global economic structure itself 
is responsible for inequitable world 
development in which several countries 
are over-developed because the majority 
of others are under-developed. Such 
problems are compounded by collusion, 
which appears to exist between Third 
World elites and those of the indus- 
trialized world, and which seriously 


Economic Order (NIEO); Program of 
Action; terms of trade. 


Even when commodity prices rise, and 
for most commodities the long-term 
price trend has been downward, the 
price increases in exports never compen- 
sate for the price increases for the 
manufactured and technological products 
of the North which Third World nations 
must import to meet their development 
needs. In current world markets the 
terms of trade are almost always un- 
favourable to Third World nations. Inter- 
national trade is a complex environment 
involving transnational corporations, for- 
eign banks, government agencies, and 
international financial institutions which 
conduct a variety of transactions simul- 
taneously in multiple markets. 


2. A New International Economic 
Order (NIEO): 

Through a New International Economic 
Order, the developing nations want a 


inhibits equitable development progress 
within and among developing countries. 
The experiences of Peru, Malaysia, and 
Niger illustrate why the Third World is 
seeking a New International Economic 
Order (NIEO), through which develop- 
ing countries can exercise some control, 
rather than continuing to operate within 
the current system, which is geared 
towards the interests of the most power- 
ful members. 


balanced relationship with foreign inves- 
tors. The Third World is seeking in- 
creased access to loans without the 
predominant involvement of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) dictating 
their development decisions. They strive 
towards full and complete economic 
emancipation which will be achieved 
when they recover and control their 
natural resources, wealth and the means 
for their own economic development. In 
a Program of Action formulated more 
than a decade ago, the NIEO urged the 
following measures: 

* easier access to Northern markets 
through tariff reductions for Third World 
manufactured goods; 

* preferential treatment for exports from 
the Least Developed Countries; 

* establishment of rules of conduct for 
transnational corporations; 

* improvements in technological transfer 


from the North to the South; 

¢ Third World nations are to have full 
control over their own natural resources; 
* increased levels of development as- 
sistance from the North; 

¢ reform of the IMF to provide Third 
World nations with easier access to 


Activities: 


1. Rank Order: 

A value question is posed and alterna- 
tive responses are presented. Viewers 
individually rank the degree of appro- 
priateness of each response on a 1-2-3 
scalece.o7 

You are the Minister of Economic 
Development in a poor country whose 
export earnings arise from a single 
commodity, peanuts. The world price of 
peanuts has recently collapsed. Which of 
the three responses seems best to you? 
i) Request financial assistance from do- 
nor nations to survive until the crisis 
resolves itself; 

ii) Initiate the transformation of your 
nation’s economy by diversifying its 
agricultural production; 

111) In conjunction with other peanut 
exporting nations, launch political and 
diplomatic efforts to impose a higher 
world market price. 


After ranking, each viewer shares his/her 
decisions with others. Once each viewer 


development funds; 

¢ relief from the current Third World 
debt burden; 

* commodity price indexation to in- 
crease price stability; 

* higher prices for raw materials shipped 


has stated the rankings, individuals are 
selected to justify their choices. 


2. Panel Discussion: 

Three viewers are selected to take the 
supportive side and three viewers take 
the critical side of the following state- 
ment: 

“Like other nations in the Third World, 
we are victims of systems that exploit 
our natural resources, control our politi- 
cal decisions and impose on us the 
cultural domination of their values and 
consumer civilization. . . The more we 
try to change, the stronger the forces of 
domination become. Foreign interests 
increase their repressive measures by 
means of economic sanctions in the 
international markets and by control of 
loans and other types of aid.” 

Catholic Bishops of Peru (1969) 

On conclusion of the remarks of all 
panel members, other viewers can ask 
questions and make comments. 


from the Third World. 

After a decade, there has been little 
headway made on the Program of Action 
and the terms of world trade remain 
tipped in favour of the North at the 
expense of the South. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

1) Assess the impact of international 
factors on the economies of Peru, 
Malaysia, and Niger. 

ii) To what extent can many of the 
problems of poor countries be attributed 
to the dominance of the developed 
world? 

111) What are the complaints of Third 
World nations with specific aspects of 
present global trade structures, com- 
modity prices, and international loans? 
iv) Why might the rich nations of the 
North accept or oppose implementation 
of the proposals of the Program of 
Action for the NIEO? 

v) What are the probable impacts on 
rich countries if the NIEO Program of 
Action was implemented? 

vi) Should Canada support the NIEO 
Program of Action? 

vii) To what extent does Canada share 
some of the Third World’s concerns 
about international trade? 


Paths of 


Development: ; 


Bread and 
Blue Jeans 


(30 minutes, colour, 1985) 


Synopsis 


Bread and Blue Jeans investigates the 
challenges faced by modern indus- 
trialized nations in their relations with 
the developing world. It discusses the 
specific contributions of trade and aid to 
development, and reviews the impact of 
new paths of development on the rich 
industrialized world. Through critical 
assessments from experts in Peru, 
Malaysia, and Niger the issues and 
decisions facing people in the more 
developed world are presented. Bread 


Key Concepts: 


Development assistance; overdevelop- 
ment; maldevelopment; global interde- 


Related Information: 


and Blue Jeans looks at how mal- 
development or overdevelopment in the 
North has negatively influenced develop- 
ment concepts in the South. It discusses 
the urgency and necessity of global 
reform, the need for massive increases in 
development assistance programs, and 
the interdependence of rich and poor 
countries in fostering more equitable 
global development through genuine 
economic cooperation and trade. Par- 


pendence; non-governmental organiza- 
tions; global reform. 
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ticular attention is given to Canada’s role 
through government agencies, non-gov- 
ernmental organizations (NGOs), and 
the actions of individual Canadians in 
shaping future development in the North 
and in the South. In the event that such 
global scenarios should fail to mate- 
rialize, the negative impacts on both 
worlds are identified. The effects of 
institutional and individual interventions 
in such an environment are also discussed. 


As expressed several decades ago, the 
world has indeed become a global 
village. The way in which we use 
resources in Canada has an impact on 
people in other regions of the world. 
When the majority of the world’s 
population lives in unacceptable condi- 
tions, it is neither feasible nor morally 
correct to maintain the consumption 
patterns of the North at such high 
human, social, and environmental costs. 
While at the present the developing 
world cannot solve its problems without 
assistance from the North, it is equally 
true that the developed world needs the 
South. We depend on the South for 
many of the natural resources needed for 
our industrial activities: rubber, bauxite 
for aluminum, phosphates for fertilizers, 


oil for energy, etc.. The South also 
supplies many basic food items for con- 
sumption in the North including sugar, 
coffee, cocoa, bananas, tea, etc. 


Sustained growth in the North in terms 
of exports, incomes, and jobs now 
largely depends on tapping large Third 
World markets. If developing countries 
fail to establish healthy economies they 
cannot be future trading partners. The 
Third World can only purchase goods 
and services from the North to the 
extent that they earn revenue from the 
export of their own products. By the end 
of the 20th century, 80% of the world’s 
population will reside in the Third 
World. A failure to establish a mutually 
beneficial trading relationship between 
the North and the South may mean 


massive unemployment and economic 
turmoil in the North. 


Increased Aid Programs: 

Many observers feel that development 
assistance has always been well below 
what is required. Not only the amount 
of aid but also the type of aid offered by 
the North has been criticized by Third 
World countries. Substantial amounts of 
development assistance are tied to the 
purchase of goods or services from the 
donor country, whether or not such 
purchases are in the best interests of the 
recipient. For several critics, aid is a 
convenient method for rich countries to 
subsidize their own exports or alleviate 
their unemployment problems. The 
North often gives generously what is in 


its own best interest, not what the 
developing world really requires. 

In proclaiming the first development 
decade in the 1960s, the United Nations 
set a target of 1% of Gross National 
Product as the desired level of aid 
expenditures from the rich countries. 
Twenty-five years later, very few North- 


Activities: 


1. Taking a Stand: 

Three distinct positions, 

° agree; 

* undecided or neutral; and 

* disagree, 

are solicited from the viewers in re- 
sponse to an action statement such as: 
Despite all our aid efforts, the Third 
World has not reached the required level 
for sustained development. Clearly Can- 
ada has not done enough and we must 
increase our efforts dramatically. 
Viewers group together according to 
their position on the action statement. 
In these smaller groups, they share the 
reasons for their position. If during the 
shared examination of their position a 
person changes his/her viewpoint, they 
move to the appropriate group. 


2. Simulation: 

Viewers participate in the simulation of 
a meeting of the Canadian Parliamentary 
Committee on North-South relations. It 


ern countries have even reached the 
compromise target of 0.7% of GNP. The 
case for massive increases in assistance 
programs was proven several decades 
earlier. After World War II, the United 
States, through the Marshall Plan, con- 
tributed close to 3% of its GNP to 
European countries for several years. 


is comprised of five Members of Parlia- 
ment representing the three major 
political parties plus a chairperson and a 
secretary. Other viewers form small 
groups to represent various interest 
groups. They present briefs to the 
committee suggesting policy changes 
and directions for Canada’s foreign aid. 
Possible representative groups include: 
CIDA, IDRC, Canadian Labour Con- 
gress, Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion and various NGOs such as WUSC, 
CUSO, UNICEF, The Canadian Red Cross 
Society, CANSAVE, etc. Members of the 
Parliamentary Committee question those 
who present briefs to establish the 
validity of the proposed policy change. 
At the conclusion of the simulation, all 
viewers are asked to discuss the direc- 
tions they feel Canada should take in 
North-South relations and development. 


3. Discussion Questions: 
i) From the perspective of the Third 


The results were obvious as such mas- 
sive assistance helped rebuild Europe. 
This proved to be in the long-term 
political and economic interests of the 
United States. A massive assistance 
program could have similar results for 
the developing countries and the North- 
South relationship. 


World, is the rich world overdeveloped 
or maldeveloped? 

11) Does the North overemphasize con- 
sumption and materialism as the path to 
happiness and self-fulfillment? 

i111) To what extent do production and 
consumption patterns in the North 
damage the natural environment? 

iv) To what extent does development on 
a global scale suggest a change in 
Canadian lifestyles? 

v) Should Canada initiate proposals for 
global reform in trade and aid? 

vi) Can protectionist measures against 
Third World products really help in the 
long run? 

vii) What role should Canada take in 
development assistance? 

vill) What should be the roles of Cana- 
dian individuals in development issues at 
local, regional, national and global 
levels? 


The World 
Challenge: 
Oil Over 


Troubled Waters F 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


Oil Over Troubled Waters provides a 
comprehensive overview of how negotia- 
tions over a single commodity, oil, 
degenerated into an economic confronta- 
tion between the producing nations and 
their Western clients. It documents how 
the oil-producing nations progressively 
gained full control over their national 
resource to permit the blow they collec- 
tively inflicted on the industrialized 
nations. All the players, the oil com- 
panies, the producing nations, and the 
industrial West, treated this historic 
event as a war which had to be won. 
The results were catastrophic to all 
except the producers, and, in the short 
term, the oil companies, which reaped 
huge profits. Expectations of continu- 
ously rising oil prices fueled inflation 
which lead to instability and economic 
disorder, creating recession and unem- 
ployment in the North and disaster in 
the form of famine, fanaticism, 
pestilence, and war in the South. 


Key Concepts: 


Technological transfer; North/South divi- 
sion; transnational corporations; cartel; 


Related Information: 


- No nation or continent is endowed with 
all of the raw materials essential for the 
operation of a modern economy. Many 
raw materials are unevenly distributed 
over the globe, with large concentrations 
in very few areas. It is possible that 
some poor nations could achieve the 
resource power achieved by OPEC. Just 
as there is a dependence on OPEC for 
much of the world’s energy supply, there 
is a dependence on a few countries for 
some vital minerals. To date, however, 
OPEC has been the only cartel which 


The industrial might of the West was 
based on ease of access to cheap oil. 
The OPEC nations, who now controlled 
the production of much of the world’s 
energy and, in consequence, much of 
the source of the West’s wealth, were 
confronting the West with a simple 
trade-off: technology for oil. OPEC 
required thirteen years to gather its 
strength. The Middle East war and 
Iranian Revolution then erupted with 
unexpected political and economic 
consequences. 


Developing countries were caught, al- 
most as innocent bystanders, in the oil 
energy crisis. Many countries were 
trying to establish a firm base for their 
economic development. Most had 
adopted models which emulated the 
development of the West but access to a 
very important component of the West- 
ern model, cheap oil, was abruptly 


OPEC; OAPEC; Fourth World; Seven 
Sisters; oil crisis. 


has attained enduring success in raising 
price levels. Even though world oil 
prices have dropped substantially from 
the peaks reached during the oil crisis, 
they have remained at levels well above 
those which existed before OPEC started 
coordinating production. 


The consumption of essential minerals is 
rising, and consuming countries have 
almost depleted their indigenous sup- 
plies. The opportunity may exist for a 
few resource-producing Third World na- 
tions to coordinate production of a 
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severed. A few developing countries had 
oil resources of their own and were able 
to capitalize on the high prices, but even 
those with this advantage faced the 
difficulty of effectively spending these 
vast sums in countries which lacked 
basic infrastructures. 


When OPEC members met in Taif, 
Saudi Arabia, in 1980, they discussed 
using their immense financial resources 
to help Third World nations become 
industrialized. Although it appeared that 
the Third World would finally receive 
necessary development resources with 
few or no conditions attached, little 
happened. The Taif conference might 
have forced the West to assist in the 
development of Third World countries 
on those countries’ own terms, but the 
moment passed without any concrete 
action, significant results, or policy 
changes. The chance was missed. 


particular resource to increase prices. 
However, such actions face many diffi- 
culties in maintaining their effectiveness. 
As they did with oil, consuming nations 
may simply cut back on consumption. If 
the cutbacks are in line with the price 
increases, the total revenue achieved by 
the exporting nations may not increase 
despite higher unit pricing, although the 
reserves of the producing nations will 
last longer. 


With some resources, particularly miner- 
als, consuming nations may be able to 


recycle the resource. The maximum 
price of the raw material will then be 
limited by the cost of recycling. 

The consuming nations also have the 
option of seeking alternatives. In the 
case of oil, consuming nations looked 
for alternative energy sources, par- 
ticularly locally produced alternatives. In 


Activities: 


1. Taking a Stand: 

Five positions are established: 

* Positively right; 

* Somewhat right; 

¢ Undecided or neutral; 

* Somewhat wrong; 

* Positively wrong. 

An action or attitude shown in the film 
is presented to the viewers as a state- 
ment, €.g.: 

The creation of OPEC and the subse- 
quent blows it inflicted on the Western 
industrialized world were primarily the 
results of the greed and arrogance of the 
‘Seven Sisters’ and the lack of far- 
sightedness of major Western powers. As 
a result, potential friends became fierce 
enemies. 


Viewers are asked to group themselves 
according to one of the five positions 
which is closest to their personal view 
on the country’s action. Each individual 
is asked to explain his/her choice. If 
viewers wish to change their choice after 
hearing others’ reasons for their deci- 
sion, they move to the appropriate group. 


2. Role Play: 

Viewers assume the identities of ‘The 
Little Prince’ and four of his friends 
who visit Earth in 1988. After a two- 


Canada, there were programs to switch 
from oil to natural gas heating because 
of our abundant natural gas reserves. 
Another option for consuming nations is 
to create new technologies which bypass 
the need for the resource in short supply. 
For example, copper has been a metal 
often used in electrical conductors. It 


month trip around the world including 
visits to Canada, the USA, Mexico, 
Ethiopia, India, China, Iran, Malaysia, 
and the USSR, they are hosted by the 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
at a press conference where they share 
their views of what they witnessed in 
their travels. 


The Little Prince’s four friends each have 
a speciality: economics, culture, politics, 
and social development, which they 
emphasize in their comments. After a 
brief statement from each member of the 
entourage, journalists (other viewers) 
have the opportunity to question the 
specialists on their observations. 


At some point, the roles may be 
exchanged to allow participants to expe- 
rience the opportunity of supporting 
conflicting views. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

i) What conditions could have prevented 
the energy shocks of the 1970s? 

11) Would it have been possible to 
implement the Taif plan of exchanging 
oil for the transfer of technology to the 
developing world? 

iil) Were there concrete obstacles to the 
Taif plan in the North? In the South? 


was not the best conductor but, given its 
price and particular characteristics, it 
was in great demand for years. Today, 
despite low copper prices, the world is 
on the threshold of switching from 
copper to superconductors which can be 
produced much more cheaply and offer 
far less resistance to electrical current. 


iv) Should transnational corporations be 
allowed to have a free hand in interna- 
tional affairs? 

v) Are the levels of profits achieved by 
the Seven Sisters before and after the oil 
crisis justifiable? 

vi) What positive effects did the oil 
crisis have on the industrialized world? 
vii) How did increases in the price of 
oil harm the poor nations of the world? 
viii) Should the oil-producing countries 
have made oil price exceptions for Third 
World countries, providing an impetus 
for the West to help with the indus- 
trialization of developing countries? 

ix) To what extent did oil replace 
weapons as a tactic of persuasion? Does 
the increase in the stockpiling of sophis- 
ticated armaments in the Arab world 
contradict this assertion? 

x) What effects did the Middle East 
War and the Iranian Revolution have on 
the overall oil negotiations? 

xi) In the end, did the oil-producing 
nations act any differently than the ex- 
colonial powers towards the Third 
World? 

xii) What lessons can be learned from 
this serious lack of mutual understand- 
ing between the North and South? 


The World 
Challenge: 
The Lost 


Opportunities ; 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


The Lost Opportunities investigates 
significant events which took place in 
Bandung, the Suez, the Congo, and 
Cuba, all of which could have provided 
historic opportunities for renewed rela- 
tions between the rich and poor nations 
— relations which would have benefited 
the entire planet. Instead, as a result of 
deep misunderstandings, these oppor- 
tunities were missed; the North con- 
tinues to dominate the South, and the 
South still distrusts the North. 


The first meeting of Third World nations 
occurred in 1955 in Bandung, Indonesia. 
Ten of the 29 countries were monarchies 
and only two, China and North Vietnam, 
were designated either communist or 
socialist. The conference agenda spoke 
of collaboration and development, and of 
ending racism and colonialism. Many in 
the West did not view the conference 
positively. Some declared it a spectacle 
staged by the ‘hunger zone’ to hide their 
misery; as One more step in the cold 
war; and as an anti-colonial festival. 
Although the United States was invited 
to attend the conference, the Americans 
did not view the participation of com- 
munist China favourably. A strong lobby 


Key Concepts: 


Colonialism; imperialism; racism; non- 
aligned movement; nationalization; 
nationalism. 


Related Information: 


Lost opportunities are not limited to 
particular political events. Third World 
countries have continually sought im- 
proved terms of trade. The total value of 
a country’s export earnings — its ability 
to obtain foreign exchange — depends 
on the volume and unit prices of the 


existed in America that supported non- 
communist Taiwan. The mainland Chi- 
nese had always insisted that the Amer- 
icans give up their support of Taiwan as 
part of the acceptance of any accord. 
The Americans could not offer support 
to Mao and the communists, and there- 
fore declined to attend the Bandung 
conference. As a result, the West missed 
an early opportunity to confer with 
many of the countries which now make 
up the Third World. 


In 1956 Egypt was desperate for funds 
to develop and industrialize. President 
Nasser first turned to the United States 
for financial support. His plans to 
construct the Aswan Dam were not 
accepted by US authorities, causing 
Egypt to turn to the USSR for assis- 
tance. Egypt proceeded to nationalize 
the Suez Canal and use the revenues 
which it generated, along with aid from 
the USSR, to build the Aswan Dam. 
French and British military forces, with 
the cooperation of Israel, intervened and 
the Suez Crisis ensued. 


In 1960 the Belgian Congo, one of the 
worst examples of colonial exploitation, 
gained independence with inadequate 


commodities sold on world markets. If 
the price of an export commodity drops, 
a country must sell more of that 
commodity just to maintain its export 
earnings. If the price of an imported 
commodity increases, the country must 
use more foreign exchange to purchase 
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preparation and diffused local support. 
With the collusion of outside influences, 
internal problems mushroomed and 
wealthy Katanga Province broke away 
from newly independent Zaire. Prime 
Minister Patrice Lumumba’s national 
resolve was interpreted as communism 
by the Western world. He was over- 
thrown and assassinated. 


In 1962, the world reached the verge of 
a global nuclear crisis when the USSR 
installed nuclear missiles in Cuba, and 
the Americans insisted on their removal. 
Although the Russians eventually with- 
drew the missiles, Cuba was lost as a 
country friendly to the Americans, and 
moved resolutely into the Russian camp. 
Bandung, the Suez, the Congo, and 
Cuba represent four instances when 
powerful Western nations could have 
assisted emerging new nations in the 
South. Each developing country had 
once been colonized by a Western 
power. If the wounded relations between 
the Northern countries and Southern ex- 
colonies could not be healed as they 
should have been, they will now have to 
be re-invented, despite these missed 
opportunities. 


the same amount as before. 


A country’s terms of trade refer to the 
ratio of the price index of its imported 
goods. If the prices of a country’s 
exports fall while the prices of its 
imports remain constant, the country’s 
terms of trade worsen. If the prices of a 


country’s exports rise while the prices of 
its imports remains constant, the coun- 
try’s terms of trade improve. For many 
developing countries, their export prices 
have fallen while import prices have 
risen; therefore their terms of trade have 
worsened dramatically. For example, if a 
country exports bananas and imports 
tractors, the banana exports generate 
some or all of the foreign exchange 
needed to buy a tractor. Developing 


Activities: 


1. Opinion Poll: 

A series of value-oriented questions are 
posed and each viewer indicates if he/ 
she can identify with the value issue 
implicit in the question. Viewers should 
learn that their concerns are shared by 
others, e.g.: 

¢ Have you ever expressed racist 
comments? What has provoked such 
comments? 

* Do you feel that Canada’s position on 
international issues is always correct? 


2. Self-Examination Cards: 

Viewers write four statements on four 
separate cards. Two of the statements 
from the film are ones with which they 
agree, two are statements generated by 
the film with which they disagree, e.g.: 
* I agree with Nasser’s determination in 
moving ahead with his country’s mod- 
ernization program by earning part of 
the required funds through nationaliza- 
tion of the Suez Canal. 

* I disagree with the attitudes taken by 
the Western nations and particularly the 
USA towards the appeals from the Third 
World made at Bandung. 


countries have experienced falling 
banana prices while the price of tractors 
has risen markedly; it now requires the 
export of far more bananas to import a 
tractor than it did in the past. One 
estimate has placed the extra cost of 
deteriorating terms of trade for the least 
developed countries at over U.S. $25 
billion per year during the 1970s. 

While the developing countries have 
experienced worsening terms of trade, 


The cards are placed in two piles, one 
for agree and one for disagree. Each 
participant selects two from each pile 
which are not his/her own and is asked 
to support the view as if it was his/her 
own. In many cases the viewer will be 
playing the devil’s advocate and be 
forced to defend views which he/she 
does not hold. After defending the 
selected opinion, the viewer has the 
opportunity to express and discuss his/ 
her personal view on that subject. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

i) What were the real motivations be- 
hind the American Secretary of State’s 
refusal to assist Nasser with Egypt’s 
development plans? 

ii) Did Nasser really commit theft in 
Egypt’s nationalization of the Suez 
Canal? 

ili) To what extent did the Belgian 
Congo at independence represent an 
artificial country? Did this tendency to 
carve out countries according to the 
interests of the colonizing power occur 
in many developing countries? 

iv) Was the Cuban Revolution a com- 


oil-exporting countries have seen their 
terms of trade improve dramatically. The 
Third World wants to maintain terms of 
trade at ratios that enable their econo- 
mies to survive. To do this, the 
developing countries want the price of 
their export commodities linked to the 
price of their imports so that price 
changes will occur in unison and the 
terms of trade will not deteriorate 
further. 


munist plot from its inception? What led 
to closer ties between Cuba and the 
USSR? 

v) Was there justification for a global 
nuclear alert over the Cuban missile 
crisis? 

vi) Could the West have benefited from 
positive gestures of cooperation with 
Nasser, Lumumba and Castro? 

vil) Is the program’s contention correct 
that a reconciliation between President 
Kennedy and Premier Castro was 
possible? 

vill) The program implies that colo- 
nialism was the driving force behind the 
West’s refusal to cooperate with Third 
World nations. Do you agree with this 
judgement? 

ix) Imperialism is a new name for an 
old habit: the increase of one’s economic 
and/or political power by expanding 
one’s influence. In your opinion, were 
the USSR and the USA conducting such 
a policy through the events depicted? 

x) What are the reasons for the South’s 
hatred of Western nations? How can 
these perceptions be changed? 


The World 
Challenge: 


Interconnected 


Worlds 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


Interconnected Worlds investigates the 
many positive and negative facets of 
interdependence between developed and 
developing nations. Ranging from price 
fixing of major commodities to wasteful 
arms spending in both the North and 
South, the film promotes a new era of 
true cooperation in strategies which 
would defeat hunger, promote food self- 
sufficiency, and establish policies for fair 
pricing of Third World products. The 
film looks at the dumping of pesticides, 
restricted in the North, in South markets 
and the global consequences of this 
practice. 


Developing a poor country is expensive. 
Obtaining adequate revenue means cater- 
ing, with resources like oil, minerals, 
and agricultural produce, to large mar- 
kets capable of paying in hard curren- 
cies: Ghana grows cocoa, Honduras 
ships bananas and The Gambia sells 


Key Concepts: 


Commodities; price fixing mechanisms; 
nationalization; food self-sufficiency; 


Related Information: 


There is ‘aid disillusionment’ for many 
Third World recipients, and there is ‘aid 
weariness’ among many Western donors. 
Aid has often not fully achieved its 
anticipated results, and when aid has 
been successful it has often taken longer 
than expected. The North-South rela- 
tionship which shifted from colonialism 
to aid is changing again. The volume of 
aid from donor nations is likely to 
increase at a slower rate than it has in 
the past. The aid provided will empha- 
size basic needs rather than industrial 


peanuts. The production of luxury crops 
for export changes the food production 
balance in the producing country. Farm- 
ers in developing countries, often with 
incentives from government policies, 
shift out of the production of traditional 
food crops and, instead, grow cash crops 
for export. This in turn creates distor- 
tions in the domestic food supply. 


For the approximately 120 countries of 
the Third World, what choices remain 
on their road to development? Like 
Ethiopia, many have been ravaged by 
famine while others like Nigeria have 
suffered from mismanaged economies. 
Should these countries modernize and 
industrialize in order to ensure economic 
survival? Do they require sophisticated 
military capabilities for security and 
defense? 


hard currency; traditional crops; cash 
crops; boycott; dumping. 


growth, and will be granted on more 
flexible terms. Aid will focus on rural 
areas and the poor urban peripheries. 
More aid will flow through multilateral 
channels which are viewed as less 
politically motivated. Recipients want 
more grants and concessional loans and 
less aid which is tied to donors’ exports. 
In addition to aid, Third World nations 
want access to developed nations’ mar- 
kets. Interdependence will only occur as 
governments and people of the North 
realize and accept that their own well- 


International 
y Development 
Video Library 


Vidéotheque du 
développement 
international 


On the global front, how does the world 
cope with waste and the misallocation of 
resources? The film postulates that if the 
resources utilized in a single eight-hour 
work shift of the global arms industry 
were committed to the eradication of 
malaria, this debilitating disease would 
be wiped from the earth. 


Facing so many urgent problems, will 
the countries of the industrialized world 
be forced to choose those they will help 
from those they will abandon to die? 
What will become of the world’s tremen- 
dous human resource potential, as yet 
barely tapped in the Third World and 
only partly so in the developed world? 
To raise these questions and to illustrate 
the issues, the film moves from summit 
meetings in Versailles and Bonn to the 
mines and fields of Chile and Zambia. 


being and global political stability re- 
quires that poverty be eliminated in the 
Third World. 


In the long run, the world will not be 
able to escape conflict if there continues 
to be separate futures for the very rich 
and the very poor. The establishment of 
a new international economic system 
will occur only when the developed 
countries recognize that it is in their 
own self-interest to share global wealth 
more equitably. 


Activities: 


1. Rank Order: 

Alternative possible responses to a value 
question related to or suggested by the 
film are supplied. Viewers individually 
rank the alternatives on a scale of 
|-2-3-4. Each viewer announces his/her 
position, then elaborates on the reasons 
for their choice, e.g. 

Poverty is the single most important 
threat to international peace and security. 
Which of the following is the best 
means of eliminating poverty and ensur- 
ing global security? 

¢ Cut military spending and allocate the 
released resources to the development of 
Third World nations. 

¢ Increase the North’s capabilities to 
quell insurrections and violence in the 
South. 

¢ Have the North agree to pay higher 
prices for Third World products. 

* Halt all exports of military equipment 
to developing countries. 


2. Debate: 

A moderator and two panelists repre- 
senting Third World countries, and two 
panelists representing the developed 


countries, are selected to debate the 
following: 

Be it resolved that the overdevelopment 
of the North is the direct cause of the 
underdevelopment of half of humanity. 
The only escape from this situation is 
through radical changes in the behaviour 
and consumption patterns of citizens of 
the rich countries. 


Each panelist has three minutes to state 
his/her case and to suggest practical 
solutions. Following the debate the issue 
can be opened to all participants. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

1) Should the prices of commodities and 
produce exported by developing coun- 
tries be established by the consuming 
markets or by the producers? 

i1) Why is infant mortality eleven times 
greater in the poor countries than in 
Canada? How can this problem be 
solved? 

111) What practical actions can be taken 
now to feed the estimated 800 million 
people who will be starving in all 
regions of the South within a few years? 
iv) What is preventing the world from 


taking only 10% of the resources cur- 
rently used in the production of arms, 
allocating them to development in the 
South, and within one generation 

(20 years), eliminating the gap between 
the rich and poor nations? 

v) What Canadian eating habits should 
be changed to ensure greater availability 
of food for all mankind? 

vi) What justified the responses of the 
three major marketers of bananas — 
United Brands, Castle and Cook, and 
Delmonte — when they were faced with 
increased taxes imposed by the five 
producing countries? Should companies 
be able to boycott producers and bribe 
officials to achieve their marketing 
goals? 

vil) Should Third World countries re- 
duce their production of traditional food 
crops in order to produce cash crops 
which can finance development efforts 
such as industries, communication facili- 
ties, and transport networks? What are 
alternative solutions? 


vill) How should the dumping of chemi- 
cals, restricted in the North, be banned 
in Third World countries? 


The World 
Challenge: 
The Mirror 
Cracked 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


The Mirror Cracked uses case studies 
from Brazil, Nigeria, and China to 
demonstrate how history, customs, and 
culture have influenced these countries’ 
efforts to integrate into the international 
marketplace. 


The countries of the developing world 
once looked to the North for their 
development models, but now, as even 
Western nations struggle for survival, no 
useful precedents are apparent. New 
development systems must be identified. 
Nigeria’s leaders, unprepared for their 
country’s rapidly accumulating oil reve- 
nues, embarked on a spending spree on 
imported goods which devastated the 
country’s traditional self-sufficiency in 
food. When farmers began leaving their 
fields for the slums of burgeoning cities, 


Key Concepts: 


Rates of exchange; agrarian reform; 
redistribution of wealth; balance of 
payments; collectivism; joint venture; 


Related Information: 


‘“‘Underdevelopment is shocking: the 
squalor, disease, unnecessary deaths, 
and hopelessness of it all! No man 
understands if underdevelopment re- 
mains for him a mere statistic reflecting 
low income, poor housing, premature 
mortality or underemployment. The most 
empathetic observer can speak objec- 
tively about underdevelopment only after 
undergoing, personally or vicariously, 
the “‘shock of underdevelopment’. This 
unique culture shock comes to one as he 
is initiated to the emotions which prevail 
in the “culture of poverty’. The reverse 
shock is felt by those living in destitu- 
tion when a new self-understanding 


staple food had to be imported for the 
first time. Corruption and black- 
marketeering escalated to a massive 
level. Nigeria’s oil will be exhausted in 
1S years. What is the future for 100 
million Nigerians? 

Brazil now competes with the world’s 
most powerful industrialized nations, but 
has acquired more than US$ 100 billion 
in international debts. The country’s 
‘economic miracle’ has benefited the top 
25% of the population, while 75% 
continue to live in poverty. Education 
and health services have deteriorated 
seriously. Fascinated by its initial suc- 
cess in industrialization, Brazil ne- 
glected its poor population, and the 
miracle has soured for the majority of 
Brazilians. 


black market; staples; national will; 
political will. 


reveals to them that their life is neither 
human nor inevitable. . . The prevalent 
emotion of underdevelopment is a sense 
of personal and societal impotence in 
the face of disease and death, of 
confusion and ignorance as one gropes 
to understand change, of servility toward 
men whose decisions govern the course 
of events, of hopelessness before hunger 
and natural catastrophe. Chronic poverty 
is a cruel kind of hell; and one cannot 
understand how cruel that hell is merely 
by gazing upon poverty as an object.” 
(Denis Goulet: The Cruel Choice: A 
New Concept in the Theory of Develop- 
ment) 


International 
Development 
Video Library 


Vidéotheque du 
développement 
international 


Every fifth person in the world is 
Chinese. Recently China opened its 
doors to the West, not to emulate, but to 
achieve their own radical economic 
reforms. China, swinging from Mao’s 
puritanical revolution to Deng’s liberal 
reform, is now experiencing striking 
growth in the area of individual wealth, 
as well as in attendant corruption. China 
is shifting to an economy based on 
talent, incentive, and initiative as it 
opens its market of one billion people to 
the rest of the world. Will these changes 
bring benefits to each and every citizen? 
These case studies appear to demon- 
strate that there are indispensable condi- 
tions for development: a powerful 
national will, a political will to make it 
happen, training, skills, and knowledge. 


“The questions to ask about a country’s 
development are therefore: What has 
been happening to poverty? What has 
been happening to unemployment? What 
has been happening to inequality? If all 
three of these have declined from high 
levels, then beyond doubt there has been 
a period of development for the country 
concerned. If one or two of these central 
problems have been growing worse, 
especially if all three have, it would be 
strange to call the result ““development”’ 
even if per capita income doubled.”’ 
(Dudley Seers quoted by Michael P. 
Todaro in: Economic Development in the 
Third World) 


Activities: 


1. Taking a Stand: 

Three positions are established: 
° Positively right; 

* Undecided or Neutral; 

* Positively wrong. 


An action or attitude shown in the film 
is presented to the viewers as a State- 
ment, e.g.: 

“The weapons industry in Brazil is 
justified by the fact that it creates 
employment in a country which desper- 
ately requires jobs.” 


Viewers are asked to group themselves 
according to one of the three positions 
which is closest to their personal view 
on the country’s action. Each individual 
is asked to explain his/her choice. If 
viewers wish to change their choice after 
hearing others’ reasons for their deci- 
sion, they move to the appropriate group. 


2. Team Discussions: 

Viewers are divided into groups of four 
or five for discussion of a value-oriented 
statement, e.g.: 

“What really counts is not the wealth of 
a country but what that wealth is used 
for, and who benefits from it.”’ 


Each small group designates a reporter 
to present their conclusions to the entire 
group of viewers. The small group 
presentations lead into a general group 
discussion. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

1) What development factors contributed 
to Brazil’s huge external debt? 

11) Which obstacles have prevented 
agrarian reform and a more equitable 
distribution of wealth among Brazilians? 
ii) What would happen to the global 


economy if several developing countries 
refused to pay their external debts? 

iv) Using Nigeria as an example, what 
happens when a developing country 
modernizes without a basic industrial 
plan? 

v) Is Ola Belogun correct in saying that 
corruption in Nigeria mainly profits the 
Western multinational companies? 

vi) What steps should be taken now to 
prevent catastrophe in Nigeria in 15 
years when the oil supplies are ex- 
hausted? 

vil) What were the main effects, both 
positive and negative, of Mao’s rule over 
China? 

viii) Will China’s ‘joint ventures’ ap- 
proach to the modernization and devel- 
opment of its industries be successful? 
ix) What are the likely prospects for 
China’s economic future? 


The World 
Challenge: 


The Japanese 


Miracle 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


International 
Development 
Video Library 


Vidéotheque du 
développement 
international 


The Japanese Miracle documents a 
variety of development efforts suc- 
cessfully implemented in Japan over the 
past 40 years. 

At the end of World War II, Japan was 
in ruins. International experts rated Japan 
as a loss — an underdeveloped country 
which had been humiliated in a devastat- 
ing war. Japan has few natural resources, 
no oil, and no minerals, but within ten 
years the country was vigorously on the 
road to recovery and within thirty years 
was a world economic and industrial 
giant. Japan’s recovery was accomplished 
without domestic coal or minerals and 
without colonies to exploit for raw 
materials. Its development was based on 


Key Concepts: 


Social discipline; consumerism; prag- 
matism; individual development; Pacific 
Rim, Four Tigers. 


Related Information: 


In his Nobel lecture, Simon Kuznets, 
the 1971 Nobel Prize winner in econom- 
ics defined a country’s economic growth 
as a long-term rise in capacity to supply 
increasingly diverse economic goods to 
its population, this growing capacity 
based on advancing technology and the 
institutional and ideological adjustments 
that it demands. All three principal 
components are important, but advanc- 
ing technology is a particular problem in 
the Third World. 


There is a self-generating nature in the 
relationship between economic growth 
and scientific research. Economic 


a literate, highly-motivated population 
with an enormous appetite for informa- 
tion. Combining these traits and using 
system design, the Japanese quickly 
learned to put technology to the service 
of their own culture, own vision, and 
own inventiveness. Today, Japan is sec- 
ond only to the United States as an 
economic power. In every industrial area 
Japan has entered, it moved quickly to 
the forefront. This film shows how the 
Japanese system works. It introduces the 
people who design and control the 
system, and examines its efficiency. 
Although Japan has achieved rapid eco- 
nomic development, there are still prob- 
lems to overcome. Its population is 


growth creates a surplus, which can be 
invested in research leading to greater 
economic growth, which creates a 
greater surplus, which can be invested 
in research. Part of the reason that 
global economic growth has benefited 
the rich nations more than the poor 
nations is the fact that almost 98% of all 
scientific research is conducted in the 
developed nations and focuses on the 
problems of the North. The results of 
current global research offer few direct 
benefits to the poor people of Third 
World nations. The Third World poor 


aging more rapidly than in other coun- 
tries of the Pacific rim. Inadequate 
housing problems persist and there are 
basic questions about the thrust of the 
country’s system of education. The key 
to Japan’s economic success is education 
at all ages and levels. Japan has a school 
for twenty-first century managers and 
research teams are busily preparing fifth 
generation computers. 


Japan has been spreading its efficiency 
to the Pacific’s “Four Tigers’: South 
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singa- 
pore and is beginning to take part in 
China’s development. What are the 
lessons from Japan’s success stories for 
developing countries? 


survive under conditions which differ 
greatly from those of the developed 
world and have a very different and 
limited set of available resources. 

Basic scientific research is the sole 
prerogative of developed nations. Re- 
search in the North yields continuous 
mechanisms for self-sustaining tech- 
nological change which generate eco- 
nomic advances. In some cases, the poor 
nations provide markets for obsolete 
technology from developed nations 
which contributes towards the financing 
of new technologies. 


Activities: 


1. Opinion Poll: 

A series of value-oriented statements are 
presented such as: 

* The key to Japan’s success is its 
capacity to mobilize its people towards 
specific goals. This quality can not be 
easily replicated in other cultures. 

* The more Japan develops its consumer- 
oriented patterns the more difficult it 
will become to maintain its basis for 
success: intelligence, discipline, energy, 
and a spirit of sacrifice. 


As each statement is read viewers raise 
their hands to indicate if they agree or 
disagree with the value issue implicit in 
the question in order to show partici- 
pants that their concerns are shared by 
others. 


2. Role Play: 
Viewers assume the identities of charac- 
ters in the film or play themselves in a 


simulated situation arising from the film 
or, if appropriate, from real life. 


i) Two viewers play the roles of two 
Japanese experts advising two viewers 
playing the roles of African industrial 
development planners. 

11) Two viewers assume the roles of 
Japanese and Brazilian business persons 
discussing the daily problems they face 
in conducting business in their own 
country. Each might offer the other 
suggestions for solutions to problems. At 
some point the roles may be exchanged 
to provide participants with the oppor- 
tunity to experience the other situations. 


3. Discussion Questions: 

1) Now that Japan is spending more 
money on armaments will it be able to 
maintain its development rate of the past 
two decades? 


11) What prevents Japan from experi- 
encing the unemployment crises which 
afflict other developed and developing 
nations? 


iii) Is Noishiro Amaya correct when he 
states that economic development in the 
Third World will not occur through the 
transfer of technology but through the 
development of social systems, social 
softwares, and infrastructures which are 
appropriate to particular countries’ 
needs? 


iv) Will China soon become an indus- 
trial success on a level comparable to 
that experienced by Japan? 


v) Is it possible for developing nations 
to put technology to the service of their 
own cultures, their own visions and their 
own inventiveness as the Japanese have 
done? 


The World 
Challenge: 
The World 
Challenge 


(50 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


The World Challenge takes a factual 
look at the computer era, and attempts 
to relate computers to the issue of Third 
World poverty. There is both sense and 
hope in the technologies which are 
causing the problems. The spread of 
personal computers has created the exact 
opposite situation to that which Orwell 
envisioned in /984. Human capital 
remains the most precious resource. The 
world has become a single intercon- 
nected unit. 


Developed countries have been accused 
of exploiting Third World nations, 
thereby contributing to continuing global 
hardship. Much of this hardship, how- 
ever, is the result of an imbalance of 
wealth rather than lack of wealth. The 
Third World, with its growing popula- 
tion, cannot function as a viable mar- 
ketplace unless its citizens have decent 
incomes. The Third World must be 
creative if it is to progressively become 
part of the world economic system. The 
developed countries, in turn, must assist 
less developed countries to become more 
creative by aiding them in the creation 
of intellectual properties which will lead 
to invention. To be creative requires the 
ability to shift time, effort, and resources 
away from survival and into activities 
which yield long-term progress. 


Computers will permit the nations of the 
Third World to leap across the industrial 
age without having to follow in the 


Key Concepts: 


Computer literacy; economic adjustment; 
relocation of industry; Marshall Plan; 


footsteps of the industrialized nations. It 
has been argued that computers and 
robots will do away with repetitive and 
unrewarding tasks, yet even a difficult, 
unrewarding job is better than no job at 
all. The difficulty lies in determining 
what will replace work as an occupation. 
With robots there will be no com- 
parative advantage in cheap labour 
because robots are more effective than 
people on all counts. The world econ- 
omy is in a process of transforming 
from a base in heavy industry to a base 
in high technology. This economic trans- 
formation is taking place at a time when 
there is a desperate need for jobs in the 
Third World. Yet, the transformation 
decreases the very jobs which are most 
suited to the current skills, education 
levels, and labour costs in most develop- 
ing countries. 


The computer’s ability to process huge 
amounts of information at great speed is 
its major asset. Information, however, 
cannot be eaten. High technology does 
not offer immediate goods and services 
to meet basic needs: how effective is it 
at producing food, sewing clothing, 
building shelter, pumping water, and 
purifying sewage? 

There is a massive need for education. It 
appears difficult to train illiterate people 
to cope with high technology, yet the 
spread of sophisticated weapons 
throughout the developed and developing 


creation of wealth; viable market; intel- 
lectual properties. 


International 
Development 
Video Library 


Vidéotheque du 
développement 
international 


worlds proves that when a tool is useful, 
it will be adopted quickly. By 1990, 
25% of all active people will be 
employed in education. Computers 
equalize opportunities. Being computer- 
illiterate in the Third World is very little 
different from being computer-illiterate 
in a developed country. There will be a 
massive relocation of the industrial 
force. This has already happened on a 
global basis in some industries. The shift 
of industry from the industrial belt of 
the northeastern United States to the 
sunbelt of southwestern USA is an 
example of industrial migration. 


International aid has not brought the 
expected results, and has not lived up to 
the success enjoyed by its predecessor, 
the Marshall Plan. Aid should not be a 
question of giving but should be a 
question of creating. There has to be 
basic education which creates an envi- 
ronment for change. The Third World 
cannot be given wealth — it must create 
its own. There must be real work on the 
human spirit. Tools distinguish humans 
from other animals. Man has the ability 
to create tools which amplify man’s 
inherent abilities. A computer is simply 
a tool which enhances man’s inherent 
creative ability. Aid means developing 
the intelligence of each, where he is. 
This is a challenge to all the people of 
the world. 


Related Information: 


Human capital is the most precious of 
all resources. Most developing countries 
are not short of citizens, and many have 
high rates of population growth. Third 
World countries are short of resources 
that can be used to invest in the 
improvement of human capital. Popula- 
tion growth is an asset only when all 
citizens of a country can be mobilized to 
meet the needs of an expanding popula- 
tion. It is necessary to invest in human 
resources to improve its quality so that 
each country is able to meet the needs 
of its population. 


Activities: 


1. Assignment: 

The centre of the world shipbuilding 
industry has relocated frequently in the 
last century. Trace the path of the 
shipbuilding industry around the globe. 
What was the main reason for each shift 
in location? Is the shipbuilding industry 
stable in its current location? What 
conditions might cause it to relocate 
again? 

2. Discussion Questions: 

i) Colonizing powers had frequently not 
prepared their colonies for indepen- 
dence. What role should Canada take in 
preparing the developing nations to 
move into the age of high technology? 
11) How can development experts discuss 
appropriate technology and computer 
technology at the same time? 

11) What are the links between high 


A major form of human resource 
investment is education. In the Third 
World, education systems have histories 
which parallel their colonial heritage in 
politics, economics and culture. They 
reflect the structure and needs of the 
former colonizing powers. For many 
developing countries, the skills learned 
in school not only do not meet the 
needs of the nation, they also create 
expectations in young educated people 
which cannot be fulfilled. 


Education must be appropriate to each 
country’s current needs, while also 


technology and combating poverty in the 
Third World? 


iv) Much of the faith in the future of 
high technology is based on the belief 
that ‘science will find the answer’. This 
same faith held sway at the time of the 
‘Green Revolution’. The Green Revolu- 
tion made only marginal improvements 
in agricultural production in the Third 
World; why should computers be any 
different? 


v) How can Third World nations leap 
the obsolete industrial revolution and 
compete directly with industrialized na- 
tions in the new technologies? 


vi) Do you react positively to the fact 
that most industrial jobs are better 
accomplished by robots? What does this 
imply for Third World countries where 


creating a cadre of people who can 
define local problems, identify suitable 
solutions, implement change, and create 
wealth. As successful innovation creates 
wealth, the attendant improved economic 
well-being leads to reduced population 
growth. Any investment requires a trade- 
off between present and future consump- 
tion, giving up a little now so that more 
can be had later. For many Third World 
nations, particularly the least-developed 
countries, there are so many current 
consumption pressures that there is little 
opportunity to invest in the future. 


the massive creation of jobs is essential 
to economic and social development? 


vii) Where will factories of the future be 
located and what will determine their 
location? How will future factories 
operate and be maintained? 


viii) Do you agree with the film’s 
contention that the personal computer is 
the best guarantee against totalitarian 
government? 


ix) Can young people in the poor 
countries adapt just as much as those in 
the rich world to the use of modern 
technologies? Given their own culture, 
what would they ‘create’ that would be 
useful both to themselves and to people 
in the rich world? 


x) Why will a ‘new’ Marshall Plan be 
ineffective in helping the Third World? 


The Economics 


Game 


(12 minutes, colour, 1977) 


Synopsis 


The Economics Game depicts how the 
current world economic system func- 
tions to the detriment of the Third 
World. A mime theatre troupe plays a 
card game of economic opportunities. 
The object of the game is to get rich. 
Each player represents a particular group 
of countries. Geography and history 
have stacked the deck and when the 
economic assets are dealt, some coun- 
tries receive poor hands. As the game 
proceeds, viewers are introduced to the 
complex rules of international economic 


Key Concepts: 


Natural resources; capital; technology; 
human resources; glut; freight rates; 


Related Information: 


There are a number of trade barriers in 
addition to tariffs. To reduce or prevent 
imports from poor countries, rich na- 
tions can erect non-tariff barriers includ- 
ing: excise taxes, quotas, and sanitary 
regulations. Rich nations can also insure 
the value added during processing ac- 
crues in the rich nation by placing high 
tariffs or other trade barriers on pro- 
cessed products while maintaining low 
or no tariffs on raw products. Some rich 
nations maintain higher standards of 
sanitation or quality for imported items 
than for the same items produced 
domestically. 


A major obstacle to lowering the trade 
barriers against the manufactured exports 
of the Third World is the domestic 
political pressure exerted by the equiv- 
alent industry in the developed world. 
Rich nation industries, particularly those 


relations, rules which are established by 
the rich during the game. Through the 
card game the viewers are introduced to 
many economic terms and see the 
imbalance in international economic 
relations. Although everyone appears to 
be getting richer, the gap between the 
rich and the poor is widening and the 
rich have gained at the expense of the 
environment and natural resources. The 
disadvantaged players become frustrated 
and tire of the game. They decide to 
quit, but all players realize that the game 


trade deficit; devalued currency; tied 
loans; pollution; tariff walls; buffer 


involved in light manufacturing or food 
processing, find their products under- 
priced by low-cost, labour-intensive 
foreign goods. 


Cheaper imports can cause economic 
disruption for higher-cost domestic in- 
dustries. Industries can lose their prof- 
itability and workers can lose their jobs. 
One response is for industry and worker 
representatives to lobby the government 
for protection. This is often a quick 
solution for the threatened high-cost 
domestic industry. 


A longer-term solution is industrial 
adjustment, shifting out of the threatened 
industry into a new one. Even in highly 
industrialized and economically inte- 
grated nations, the process of industrial 
adjustment is not easy. It requires new 
capital investment, retraining of work- 
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cannot proceed unless everyone plays. 
Geography and history cannot be altered 
but the rules of the economics game can 
be changed. The game begins under 
rules which reflect the concepts of the 
New International Economic Order 
(NIEO) with the object of having all 
players win. Under NIEO rules all 
players prosper and interactions between 
players are negotiated, not dictated, by 
the rich players. The new rules do not 
solve all the problems but all players are 
treated more equitably. 


stocks; global exchange rates; open 
markets; research. 


ers, new marketing strategies, and possi- 
bly relocation. For threatened industries 
it is easier to use political influence to 
gain protection through trade barriers. 


The cost is borne by domestic consum- 
ers who pay higher prices for goods 
produced by a protected domestic indus- 
try than they would have paid for 
equivalent goods imported without trade 
barriers. 


Behind trade barriers the protected 
industry may lose its competitive drive, 
fail to adopt new technology and fall 
behind the global industry. It may be 
cheaper in the long run for the govern- 
ment of developed countries to provide 
adjustment assistance to permit high- 
cost industries to shift into alternative 
production, where they can maintain a 
comparative advantage rather than erect 
tariff or non-tariff barriers. 


Activities: 


1. Discussion Questions: 

The ‘rules’ of the NIEO were advocated 
by the United Nations in the mid 1970s 
yet few of them have been implemented. 
Why has the international economy not 
eliminated tariff walls, opened markets, 
established buffer stocks, eased credit 
for poor nations, and balanced trade 
deficits and surpluses? 


Although Canada is a developed country, 
exports of natural resources play a major 
role in Canada’s economy. Are there 
situations and commodities in which the 
existence of buffer stock programs 
would be beneficial to Canada? 


The Economics Game establishes that 
capital is more than money backed by 


gold and includes such assets as roads, 
railways, and industries. Why are these 
items considered capital? What charac- 
teristics distinguish capital items from 

other goods? 


A trade deficit occurs when the value of 
a country’s imports exceeds the value of 
its exports. What is a trade surplus? 
Which trade condition is preferable, 
surplus or deficit? Is there an alternative 
to trade surplus or deficit? 


What role do human resources play in 
economic activity? The Economics 
Game points out that some countries 
have a surplus of human resources 
which can be a burden. If natural 
resources can be developed, how can 


human resources be ‘developed’ to 
achieve their full potential? 


2. Assignment: 

Industrial activities have a history of 
shifting to new locations to take advan- 
tage of special situations such as low 
labour costs or access to resources. 
World shipbuilding has relocated on a 
number of occasions during the past 
century. Trace the movement of the 
shipbuilding industry across the globe. 
Determine the reasons for these moves. 
From this information predict the most 
likely future location for the building of 
large ships. Share the research with the 
other viewers. 


Journey for 
Survival 


(15 minutes, colour, 1981) 


Synopsis 


Journey for Survival documents the 
journey of people in search of water — 
a journey that must be made daily by 
most women in the Third World. The 
absence of life-giving water is a death 
sentence. The problem is more than 
scarcity or distance travelled to acquire 
water, it is also the fact that frequently 
the water is contaminated and sickens or 
kills those who must consume it. The 
daily quest for water is both a rural and 
an urban problem. It is a women’s 
burden which prevents economic ad- 
vancement. It involves walking, waiting, 


Key Concepts: 


Cycle of disease; potable water; Decade 
for Water and Sanitation; contaminated 
water; distribution of water; latrines. 


Related Information: 


Many Third World nations experience 
distinct wet and dry seasons. In many of 
these tropical environments, the wet 
season is the most critical time of year. 
The arrival of the rains marks the 
beginning of the crop year, but for poor 
people, women, old people, and chil- 
dren, it is the time of greatest hardship. 
Food supplies are at their annual low, 
and until the first produce of early 
maturing varieties, there is little 
opportunity to obtain more food. 


The beginning of the crop year is the 
time of peak labour demand in agri- 
culture, with great amounts of human 
energy required in the fields. The dry, 
hard soil is softened by the first or false 
rains to allow tillage by hand, by 
draught animals, or with small mecha- 
nized tillers. The draught animals are 
usually in poor condition, having just 
come through the marginal grazing of 
the dry season. Cash is in short supply, 
making fuel or spare parts for mecha- 
nized equipment hard to obtain. 


and carrying in a never-ending daily 
cycle that consumes an estimated 

50% of the world’s economic resources. 
In the Third World, 80% of health 
problems are water-related. Con- 
taminated water destroys life as effec- 
tively as potable water promotes life. 
The Third World desperately needs 
effective and safe rural water supplies. 
The technology is simple and the 
materials are at hand. What is required 
now is the will to carry out the task. In 
addition to guaranteeing an adequate 
supply of water, its quality must also be 


In addition to undernourishment and 
malnutrition, diseases are more easily 
spread in the wet season. Water-borne 
diseases become more prevalent and the 
number of insects increase with the 
moisture. The poor, the old, women, and 
children are especially vulnerable to 
disease and death. 


The demand for agricultural labour 
means mothers have less time to devote 
to child care, and the heavy labour 
reduces body weights. Babies born 
during the wet season have low birth 
weights and high neo-natal mortality. 


The hardships early in the wet season 
may worsen through the year because a 
shortage of labour during the critical 
times of ploughing, planting, and early 
weeding reduces yields and may reduce 
total production below family subsis- 
tence requirements. The rainy season 
may isolate rural areas from the delivery 
of agricultural inputs, such as seed and 
fertilizer, and may reduce access to 
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assured. The deadly cycle of disease 
from man or animals to excrement to 
man must be broken. Again the means 
of control are simple, effective sanitation 
through efficient latrines and a broad 
program of health education. There is a 
precedent for an effective attack on 
global killers as smallpox has been 
eradicated throughout the world. The 
period 1981-1990 has been declared the 
Decade for Water and Sanitation in an 
effort to rally global resources to assure 
safe water for all. We have the means, 
all that is required is the will to do it. 


health facilities and other government 
services. 


Outsiders’ understanding of the local 
rural environment may be limited be- 
cause urban-based government and de- 
velopment agency planners seldom visit 
rural areas during the rainy season due 
to the difficulties of travel. The easiest 
time for rural travel is at the end of the 
rainy season before the dry season 1s 
well-established. Planners usually visit 
rural communities at this time. The 
harvest is complete, and planners see the 
rural people in their optimum situation 
with ample food supplies, good nutri- 
tion, improved health, leisure time, and 
high spirits. Thus, rural development 
programs may be planned to deal with 
the situation at its best rather than at its 
worst. Rural development plans based on 
dry season observations may be inade- 
quate to meet the needs of rural people 
during the early part of the rainy season, 
the time when they are most at risk and 
require the most support. 


Activities: 


1. Discussion: 

Participants list the ways in which water 
is important in their lives. They docu- 
ment their personal use of water each 
day. Participants list other ways in which 
water is used in Canada focusing on the 
industrial and productive uses of water 
and the large amounts consumed in 
industrial processes, agricultural produc- 
tion, and food processing. Participants 
are asked to identify areas and uses 
where Canada might be wasting water. 
Do all areas of Canada have adequate 
supplies of water? Do all Canadians 
have a safe water supply? 


2. Quiz: 

The following questions based on the 
film can be used as a true or false quiz. 
After the participants have answered the 
quiz, the questions can be used to 
introduce discussion. 

i) Men are responsible for obtaining 


water in the Third World. 

ii) In most developing countries there is 
an adequate supply of water but people 
have contaminated it through care- 
lessness. 

iii) To ensure an adequate water supply 
in developing countries requires the 
importation of complex technology. 

iv) Eighty percent of health problems in 
the Third World are related to poor 
nutrition. 

v) The disease cycle can be broken by 
using penicillin. 

vi) Sanitation in the rural areas of the 
Third World requires the construction of 
large sewage treatment plants. 

vil) For survival, each human requires a 
minimum of 10 litres of water each day. 
vill) The world requires new technology 
to provide the Third World with an 
adequate supply of potable water. 

ix) If Canadians used less water there 


would be more available for use in the 
Third World. 

x) Women in the Third World can spend 
more than five hours each day obtaining 
the minimum water required by their 
families. 

xi) The burden of assuring enough water 
for the family means that Third World 
women do not have the opportunity for 
other economic pursuits. 

xii) It is always expensive to drill water 
wells; thus, there are very few of them 
in the Third World. 

xiii) Health education is only a minor 
factor in breaking the disease cycle. 
xiv) Shortage of clean water is a 
problem of many developing countries, 
not just those which are mainly desert. 
xv) Even those living in urban areas of 
developing countries frequently experi- 
ence shortages of clean water and are 
forced to drink contaminated water. 


Tree of 
Survival 


(20 minutes, colour, 1984) 


Synopsis 


The forest precedes man; the desert 
follows. Tree of Survival shows the Sahel 
ten years after the drought of the early 
1970s but prior to increased world 
awareness brought about by the recent 
famine in Ethiopia. Sahel, the Arabic 
word for coast, defines the region of the 
creeping desert where the lives of people 
and animals are swallowed up as the 
Sahara advances by as much as a metre 
each month. Drought in the Sahel never 
ends. It is continuous, but at times it 
becomes more devastating. The desert’s 
allies are sandstorms, fragile soils, the 
poverty of man, and, increasingly, man’s 
desperate efforts to survive on the land 
as other options for a livelihood are 
closed. Migration to urban areas with 
their illusion of a new life have simply 
shifted the wait for death from the desert 
to urban slums. The magnitude of the 
problem forces people to ignore plan- 
ning for the future and simply survive. 
A few people have decided to remain at 
the edges of the desert and have 


Key Concepts: 


Slash and burn; Sahel; creeping desert; 
energy source; drought; Harmattan; con- 
servation; reforestation; reclamation; sur- 


Related Information: 


Fifty percent of the world’s people rely 
on firewood as their energy source for 
heating and cooking. About half of the 
world’s annual harvest of wood is used 
as fuel; in Africa it is as high as 87%. 
Virtually all this wood is cut, collected, 
and used in the rural areas by people 
who are subsistence or near-subsistence 
farmers. Some of the wood is transferred 
to urban areas, either as firewood or 
after being converted into the preferred 
and more easily transported charcoal. 


accepted the challenge of standing and 
struggling against the Sahara. Through a 
process of education and hard work, 
Sahelians are creating windbreaks, dig- 
ging ditches, building dikes and planting 
trees. They are battling more than the 
desert, however, as human activity adds 
its toll to the devastation. Wood is 
virtually the region’s only energy source 
for heating and cooking, and the main 
construction material. In order to survive 
today, people cut the trees which are 
tomorrow’s future. Who can think of 
tomorrow when today is the despair of 
hunger, thirst, and disease? Survival and 
death are closely linked. Cutting trees 
means survival today but the death of 

a village in the future. All villages 

in the Sahel are surrounded by an ever- 
expanding ring of land from which all 
trees have been removed. The develop- 
ment of more efficient wood stoves has 
meant some reduction in the amount of 
wood required and education programs 


vival; devastation; trees; desertification; 
urban migration. 


The transfer of wood to the urban areas 
has grown as the cost of fossil fuels and 
electricity has risen from OPEC-induced 
oil price increases and inflation. The sale 
of firewood to urban areas has also 
grown as rural dwellers, becoming more 
enmeshed in the cash economy, see the 
sale of firewood as an opportunity to 
increase their incomes. 


Wood is one of three traditional fuels 
available in rural areas of the Third 
World, the other two being animal dung 
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in the rural areas have increased the 
awareness of conservation. Those in the 
rural areas of the Sahel have made great 
efforts in combating desertification. 
They have come to realize that only they 
can wage the battle. The rural dwellers 
have the will to carry out reclamation — 
now it is up to the rest of the world to 
support their efforts. 


In the Sahel, the magnitude of the 
disaster is such that the slightest move 
may tip the scales for or against 
survival. In the battle for the trees the 
efforts of the Sahelians, supported by 
international aid — no matter how little 
— will have an impact. The battle has 
not been won even though the will to 
win is evident and the results are 
encouraging. Those engaged in the 
battle do not know how long they will 
have to fight, but they do know that 
there can only be one winner — either 
the sand or the Sahelians. 


and crop residues. The use of these 
traditional fuels is greatest in those 
countries with the largest rural popula- 
tions. The level of wealth (or poverty) 
determines the choice of fuel. The 
poorest of rural people are forced to use 
crop residue, while slightly more afflu- 
ent people use dung, and those with 
greater affluence use firewood or char- 
coal. Similar poverty gradients exist in 
the urban areas. The most affluent urban 
dwellers prefer electricity and fossil 


fuels, while poorer groups use firewood 
and charcoal. 


(This) crisis and other constraints on 
living standards are a fact of life for the 
majority of the world’s population of 

4 billion today; some 60% or 2.5 billion 
live in rural areas and most rely on 


Activities: 


traditional energy fuels. . . the number 
of rural dwellers (is not) likely to fall 
despite rapid urbanization. Of the 
world’s population, estimated at 6 billion 
by the year 2000, some 50% or 3 billion 
could still be living in rural areas. 


Moreover, those who live in urban slums 
will continue to rely in part on tradi- 
tional fuels.” 


(Energy for development: An Interna- 
tional Challenge) 


1. Discussion: 

Since this film was made, the Sahel has 
been subjected to another devastating 
drought, with television coverage making 
all Canadians witnesses to the despair 
and death. Why were the efforts of the 
Sahelians shown in the film less suc- 
cessful than anticipated? Are there any 
solutions which might have a lasting 
impact in the Sahel? 


2. Assignment: 
The film mentions ‘slash and burn’ 


agriculture and shows the destruction of 
this practice. The destruction is obvious 
yet slash and burn is still practised. Why 
was this technique of cultivation devel- 
oped? Why is this technique still in use? 
Is slash and burn cultivation unique to 
the Sahel or is it used elsewhere? Has it 
ever been used in Canada? If it was 
successful and acceptable in the past, 
what elements in the environment have 
changed to make it so very destructive 
now? How might slash and burn cultiva- 
tion be eliminated? 


The International Centre for Research in 
Agro-Forestry (ICRAF) in Nairobi, 
Kenya, is coordinating and supporting 
research on the relationship between 
forestry and agriculture. ICRAF is sup- 
ported by the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) in Ottawa. 
What roles do trees play in agriculture in 
the Third World? Is it necessary to cut 
trees in order to maximize crop yields? 
What other roles do trees fulfill in the 
lives of rural dwellers in developing 
countries? 


Focus on 
Women 


(28 minutes, colour, 1980) 


Synopsis 


Produced as part of the United Nations 
Decade for Women, Focus on Women 
uses examples from India, Egypt, and 
the Dominican Republic to explore the 
visual media’s stereotyping of women 
and their roles in society. 


India is the film production capital of 
the world with more than 700 films 
produced each year. Movies are impor- 
tant to all segments of Indian society. 
For many Indians, the cinema with its 
fantasy, luxury, and eternal good looks 
offers escape from the harsh realities of 
life. Films do more than communicate 
ideas and many accept the values 
expressed in the films as their personal 
values. Indian cinema portrays women as 
long-suffering, passive, and dependent 
on men. A woman’s happiness requires 
submission to the right man and, at the 
end of the film, a woman’s suffering is 
rewarded with a happy marriage to her 
man. The role of the ‘other woman’ is 
always played glamourously, often by a 
character with a university education, or 
who has adopted Western dress and 
attitudes. The image of women in 
regional films produced in India is often 
more realistic than the image provided 
by the commercial studios in Bombay. 
Except for the importance of a few well- 
known actresses, women hold few jobs 
in Indian cinema. The technical and 
production functions are almost univer- 
sally the prerogative of men. Very few 
women are graduating from production 
schools, but with a new emphasis on 
quality, they may be able to compete on 


Key Concepts: 
Stereotyping; illiteracy; changing how 


people think; sex-defined jobs; Decade 
for Women; male-dominated technology. 


a more equal footing with men for pro- 
duction jobs. For the present, the film 
industry in India maintains an unrealistic 
image of women’s role in Indian society. 
Women head both television and radio 
production in Egypt. Most of the more 
than 8000 people working in the Egyp- 
tian broadcast industry are women. 
Salaries in the Egyptian broadcasting 
industry are low. Therefore, men either 
avoid the industry or move to other Arab 
countries where salaries are higher. Civil 
and mechanical engineering are consid- 
ered male jobs in Egypt but electronic 
engineering is considered a female 
occupation. In Egypt, men are the news 
subjects but women are responsible for 
conveying the news. The extended fam- 
ily makes the role of an Egyptian 
woman working outside the home a 
little easier, but she is still responsible 
for the rearing and caring aspects of 
family life. There are very few programs 
for women on Egyptian broadcasting 
and those few emphasize fashion, cook- 
ing, and caring. In Egypt, there are great 
gaps between the rich and the poor and 
between the modern and the traditional, 
yet all are part of the broadcast audi- 
ence. For the illiterate, the broadcast 
industry may provide the only link with 
the outside world. 


‘Soap operas’ are being written, pro- 
duced, and broadcast by women, yet 
they are unlikely to change traditional 
stereotypes as modern women are 
frequently portrayed as the disruptive 
element in the traditional family. 


International 
Development 
Video Library 


Vidéotheque du 
développement 
international 


In the Dominican Republic, television is 
being used by a group, Women in 
Development, to promote a positive 
image of women’s efforts at change. 
Women in Development produces the 
television program, Different But Equal, 
which not only provides a communica- 
tion link between active women’s groups 
throughout the Dominican Republic, but 
also educates others about new positive 
roles for women. The featured program 
looks at a women’s group in an impover- 
ished arid area. Women are responsible 
for bearing and caring for children, 
maintaining the home, and preparing 
food. The group organized itself and 
purchased a goat herd as a means of 
breaking out of the cycle of poverty 
which relied on the harvest of wild 
oregano and the production of charcoal. 
The attitudes of these women and of the 
men of their village were difficult to 
change, but through self-effort and with 
the support of Women in Development 
they gained the confidence to see 
themselves as people capable of starting 
a successful small enterprise. As they 
improved their own self-image and 
increased their recognition in their vil- 
lage, their exposure on television 
awakened other women to their own 
abilities to change their role. The 
television program transmits an image of 
women ‘doing’. Although the media has 
often provided stereotyped images of 
women which were injurious to women, 
it can be used to change how and what 
people think. 


Related Information: 


Canadians are accustomed to seeing 
women as newscasters on major Cana- 
dian television programs. But breaking 
the male domination of Canadian TV 
newscasts is a relatively recent phenom- 
enon, and the change is far from 
complete. 


Although there are more women in front 
of the cameras, the increase in the 
number of women in decision-making 
positions in Canadian broadcasting has 
not increased in step. Although change 


Activities: 


1. Assignment: 

Contact a well-known female television 
personality in your area and interview 
her about her career path. Ask her about 
how women’s roles have changed during 
her career in the broadcast industry. 
Make a presentation, based on the 
interview, to other participants. 


2. Debate: 
A moderator and two panelists to 
represent the affirmative side and two 


is occurring, women in Canadian broad- 
casting face problems of mixing careers 
with family responsibilities. Foreign cor- 
respondents, for example, are almost all 
male. Child bearing years and the career 
years which demand the greatest effort 
frequently coincide. 


Canadian television reflects Canadian 
society, and much of our viewing 
emphasizes youth and beauty, with 
women being portrayed as sexual ob- 


to represent the negative side are se- 
lected to debate the following: 


Whereas: the role of women in a 
particular culture has evolved over many 
generations to meet the needs of that 
culture and; 


Whereas: foreigners have a great deal of 
difficulty understanding the complexities 
of a new culture, consequently the role 
of women is the sole prerogative of that 
culture; 


jects. Change is coming to the Canadian 
television industry as personnel become 
better educated. Schools of journalism 
are training more women and, as the 
Canadian population ages, the aging of 
female television personalities will 
become more acceptable. 


For the present, women in the Canadian 
broadcast industry still have to over- 
achieve to be accepted equally with 
men. 


Be it resolved that: Canada not offer aid 
which has the expressed or hidden intent 
of changing the roles of particular 
members of a culture but Canadian aid 
seek avenues which support all people 
within the culture. 


Each panelist has three minutes to state 
his/her case and to examine the implica- 
tions of such a policy. Following the 
debate the issue can be opened to all 
participants. 


Nankorola 


(30 minutes, colour, 1978, 


Bambara dialogue with English 


subtitles and narration) 


Synopsis 


Nankorola documents the changes 
brought about by the introduction of an 
adult functional literacy program to a 
small village in Mali. The film follows 
the process of introducing the concept to 
the villagers, getting the villagers to 
become involved in the program, and 
watching the program grow as the bene- 
fits of functional literacy are appreciated. 
The Chief of Nankorola has travelled 
and wants to bring some of the pros- 
perity he has seen to his village. At a 
village meeting, everyone has the oppor- 
tunity to express an opinion. It is 
decided that the villagers will have to 
work together to achieve their goals. To 
implement the program there must be a 
strong desire, work contributed by all, 
and money to purchase some resources 
not available within the village. The men 
are interested because they see literacy 
as an opportunity to increase their skills 
in commerce, mainly agriculture and the 


Key Concepts: 


Functional literacy; local participation; 
village-level trainers; numeracy; 
cooperation. 


Related Information: 


The spread of educational opportunities 
in Third World nations has been slow, 
although attempts to provide universal 
primary school education has probably 
been the developmental goal which most 
developing countries have met with the 
greatest success. 


In most Third World nations, education 
absorbs the largest share of the govern- 
ment’s budget, and school fees often 
receive a high priority for a family’s 
income. In spite of impressive quan- 
titative advances in school enrolments, 
literacy levels remain very low in 
comparison with developed countries. 


sale of cotton, while the women are 
interested not because of the literacy 
itself but because they see health as the 
number one priority. The discussion of 
the literacy program also includes the 
offer of a health clinic which will be of 
direct benefit to their families and save 
the women long walks to the closest 
clinic. Knowledge is also seen as a 
commodity in itself as knowledge draws 
respect. Bambara is an oral language 
which did not have an alphabet until one 
was devised by the Malian Government. 
The Government supplies the program 
while the village provides the necessary 
teaching facilities. Two villagers, who 
are already literate, are selected for 
training in teaching methods at a re- 
gional training school. Classes are held 
for two hours each day, five days per 
week. Initial students were all males but 
after two years, when the benefits of 
literacy were evident, women also de- 


Figures compiled in 1979 showed that 
among the least-developed countries, 
literacy rates average 34% of the popula- 
tion. The remaining Third World nations 
have achieved approximately 63% liter- 
acy, while the developed countries have 
about 97% literacy. 


There is dated content and low quality 
education at all levels in the Third 
World. “*The learning techniques ... 
remain the same: the rote method, the 
technique of cramming, and, once the 
examination menace is past, of forget- 
ting all these useless impedimenta. The 
examination is not an evaluation of a 
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manded the opportunity to learn to read 
and write. Literacy improves farming 
practices because fields and fertilizers 
can be measured accurately and written 
directions can be saved for future 
reference. Literacy means villagers can 
sell their own cotton without incurring 
the expense of a middleman, and they 
are able to protect themselves from 
cheaters. After the sale of their cotton, 
they are able to divide the revenue 
equitably because they have weighed the 
cotton accurately and can count the 
money correctly. 


Literacy enhances cooperation both in 
the implementation of the program and 
through better understanding. A Malian 
proverb says: One person, one idea; two 
persons, two ideas; many ideas equals 
happiness. Literacy means change and 
change with determination and under- 
standing means progress. 


student’s personality and intellectual 
equipment, his powers of thinking for 
himself, reflection, reasoning. It is a 
challenge to resourceful deception and 
(the) display of superficial cleverness. .. 
Looked at as a business enterprise, the 
school and college present a woebegone 
spectacle. We find in education ante- 
diluvian technology which would not 
survive for an instant in any other 
economic sector. The teaching methods 
and learning techniques ... are rusty, 
cranky, and antiquated.”’ 


(Development economist Michael 
Todaro, quoting an unnamed former 


Activities: 


deputy director-general of UNESCO). 


1. Discussion Questions: 

i) If the villagers of Nankorola had 
learned French or English rather than 
the very limited language of Bambara 
they would have been much better off in 
the long run. French is a major language 
of Mali and is an international language 
which might have enabled villagers to 
continue in their schooling. English is 
an important language of global com- 


merce and technology and fluency in 
English would have opened up new 
opportunities. 

ii) What does the term ‘functional liter- 
acy’ mean? Does its meaning differ in 
Mali as opposed to Canada? 

iii) Why did the Malian government 
introduce an adult literacy program 
when there would have been greater 
returns from teaching young people who 
learn languages quickly? 

iv) Are there any illiterate adults in 


Canada? Does Canada have any pro- 
grams in adult literacy? 


v) What methods of communication, 
other than reading and writing, might 
the Malian government have selected in 
order to transfer accurate information to 
the villagers of Nankorola? 


vi) The film shows positive aspects of 
the villagers learning to read and write. 
Might there be any negative aspects to 
villagers becoming literate? 


Not Far From 


Bolgatanga 


(27 minutes, colour, 1982) 


Synopsis 


Bolgatanga is a bustling town in 
northern Ghana in a region where the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) has embarked on a 
well-drilling program to provide many 
people with access to clean water. 
Initially, the program appeared to be a 
simple matter of using Canadian 
technology to drill 2500 wells over a 
five-year period. Each well would be 
capped with a basic handpump, so there 
would be no problems with engines, 
fuel, or complex technologies. However, 
the technology did not transfer readily 
and it was not universally accepted. 


Key Concepts: 


Wet season, dry season; decentralization; 


appropriate technology; disease cycle; 
health education; rural vs. urban lobby; 


Related Information: 


In most developing countries the 
introduction of innovations and new 
technologies in agriculture are the only 
avenues available for increased food 
production. In parts of Latin America 
and Africa there still remain a few 
opportunities for extending cultivation 
into unused but potentially productive 
areas but these situations are very 
limited and will soon be exhausted. 
There are two major sources of 
technological innovation to increase food 
production: 


1. The introduction of mechanization 
to replace human labour; 


2. Biological and chemical land- 
augmenting techniques such as 
hybrid seeds and pesticides. 


The introduction of labour-saving 
machinery such as large tractors can 
have a dramatic effect on the volume of 
food produced per worker. However 


Northern Ghana has two seasons, wet 
and dry. Not Far From Bolgatanga 
provides a vivid image of the climatic 
differences between seasons and also 
provides insights into attitudes towards 
water among the people of Northern 
Ghana. Water means life, but water can 
also mean sickness and death. The proj- 
ect quickly learned that nothing can run 
out of step with its surroundings: 
technology which is higher than the 
skills of the society in which it is placed 
cannot last. It will simply run down. As 
the project solved problems, new 
difficulties were encountered and it soon 


shortage of foreign currency; technology 
transfer. 


mechanization requires large tracts of 
land which can be extensively cultivated 
and is most effective when labour is in 
short supply or workers released from 
agriculture can find remunerative 
employment in other industries. Heavily 
mechanized agriculture is usually not 
appropriate to the rural areas of the 
Third World where land units are small 
and labour is abundant. Mechanized 
agriculture may compound the rural 
problem by increasing total food without 
decreasing the per unit cost of food 
production while creating rural unem- 
ployment and leaving formerly produc- 
tive agricultural workers unable to afford 
food. 


The introduction of high yielding 
varieties of seed, the use of fertilizer, 
herbicides, insecticides, irrigation, crop 
rotation, and improved harvesting and 
storage methods augment the land by 
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became apparent that there was a chain 
of obstacles, including pump testing, the 
need for a local pump repairman, 
children playing on the pumps, diffi- 
culties in obtaining simple spare parts, 

a long and complex maintenance chain, 
unsanitary conditions, and the need for 
improved health education. In order to 
be effective, any technology must 
become commonplace. It must become a 
normal part of the landscape, and people 
who use it must be willing to allocate 
the resources to maintain and renew 

the equipment. 


increasing the yield of the existing land 
base. Such techniques only indirectly 
increase the output of food per worker. 
These techniques are called ‘scale 
neutral’ because theoretically they can 
be applied successfully without being 
affected by the size of the available land. 


The ‘Green Revolution’ was based on 
scale neutral techniques and held out 
great production potential for the rural 
areas of developing countries. 


The Green Revolution soon exposed the 
difference between theory and practice. 
Although the techniques themselves 
were scale neutral, the supporting 
institutions and the government policies 
which accompanied their introduction 
were not scale neutral. The introduction 
of new hybrid varieties requires access 
to essential complementary inputs 

such as: irrigation water, fertilizers, 
pesticides, credit, and information. 


These elements were often more readily 
available to farmers who already had 
access to land areas which exceeded 
those of their neighbours. One or two 
successful crops for the larger land 
owners widened the gap between the 
large and small land owners’ access to 


Activities: 


1. Discussion Questions: 

1) The difficulties of transferring 
technology are not as great as the film 
would have us believe. The problems 
mainly arise from a lack of accurate 
feasibility studies and poor project 
planning. 

11) If the transfer of technology is so 
difficult, how is it that in many Third 
World countries, people can quickly 
learn to use and be effective with 
modern weapons? 


11) Even though CIDA was committed 
to making this project work and even 
though the local people were committed 
to making this project work, it is 
obvious that the Ghanaian Government 
was not committed: otherwise it would 


inputs. In some cases large land owners 
with easier access to Green Revolution 
inputs were able to drive the small land 
owners out of production and take over 
their land. A new technology with great 
potential for increasing Third World food 


have made sure that spare parts, fuel, 
and foreign currency were available 
when required. 

iv) Why would CIDA try to transfer 
Canadian technology to Ghana when it 
would make more sense to provide the 
Ghanaians with assistance in developing 
technology which meets their own 
needs? 

v) Once the chain of problems became 
apparent, CIDA should have abandoned 
the project. 

vi) The CIDA project simply entered the 
disease cycle at the wrong point. 


Children were contacting bilharzia and 
re-infecting others because they didn’t 
understand that despite the heat, they 

should not swim in the infected water. 


supply and decreasing rural poverty also 
had the affect of further impoverishing 
the rural poor. The introduction of new 
technology is a social and political 
process as much as it is a technical 
process. 


CIDA should have concentrated on 
health education and helped people to 
understand their current environment 
and take better precautions. 


vii) When urban women travel in 
Mercedes Benz cars and rural farmers 
own 500 head of cattle, it is obvious 
that CIDA should not be wasting 
Canadian money in helping the people 
of northern Ghana if rich Ghanaians are 
not willing to help their own people. 


vili) CIDA is on the right track with the 
water project in Northern Ghana. Now 
CIDA must be willing to ignore some 
criticism and continue to try to solve 
each new problem as it is encountered. 
The project isn’t wrong — it will just take 
longer than was initially anticipated. 


Partners in 


Development 


(24 minutes, colour, 1983) 


Synopsis 


Partners in Development shows the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) in action. CIDA is re- 
sponsible for Canada’s official develop- 
ment assistance (ODA), channeling 
funds through bilateral agreements, mul- 
tilateral agencies, and through non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs). 
Partners in Development shows various 
components in CIDA’s bureaucracy 
working together to help people help 
themselves. By tracing the paths of a 
number of cooperants, consultants, 
NGOs, and Canadian businesses in their 


Key Concepts: 


Bilateral assistance; cooperant; multi- 
lateral assistance; non-governmental 


Related Information: 


“Does aid work? Since the early 1950s, 
which saw the beginnings of the 
Colombo Plan in Asia, there has been 
measurable progress in the developing 
countries. Not only has per capita 
income doubled between 1960 and 1980 
(despite large increases in population), 
GNP increased six-fold since 1950. The 
most comprehensive indicators of quality 
of life also show clear gains for those 
living in developing countries: average 
life expectancy rose from 42 to 59 years 
(Canada’s is 75); the infant mortality rate 


Activities: 


1. Debate: 

i) A moderator and two panelists to 
represent Third World countries and two 
to represent CIDA are selected to debate 
the following: 

Be it resolved that: tied aid is ineffective 
aid and CIDA should untie all its aid 
spending, dropping bilateral projects and 
channeling all its aid through multi- 
lateral agencies and NGOs. 


contributions to development, the film 
reveals a variety of areas in which CIDA 
works, and covers a wide variety of 
projects and sectors of commerce. There 
are checks and balances in place to 
assure that CIDA’s efforts are effective 
and efficient. CIDA takes an integrated 
approach to development with emphasis 
on three main target areas: food and 
agriculture; energy production; and 

the training of people. 


Development is a complex and challeng- 
ing process, sometimes an almost im- 


organizations; official development 
assistance; interdependence. 


dropped from 122 per 1,000 live births 
to an average of 60 per 1,000 (9 per 
1,000 in Canada); literacy rose from 
33 per cent of the population to over 
56 per cent. 


Does aid work? Aid is not development. 
Development is the process by which all 
countries continue to transform them- 
selves to provide better lives for their 
people. Developing countries tradi- 
tionally finance well over 80 per cent of 
the investment in their own development 


11) A moderator, a panelist to represent 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 
a panelist to represent a Canadian NGO 
(WUSC, OXFAM, CUSO, etc.), and 
two panelists to represent Canadian 
business (Monenco Ltd., Lavalin Inter- 
national Inc., Interimco Machinery Cor- 
poration, etc.) are selected to debate the 
following: 
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possible job across barriers of distarice, 
language, and culture. CIDA mobilizes 
the skills and dedication of thousands of 
Canadians who share CIDA’s concern 
for the welfare of the people of the 
Third World. CIDA integrates Canadian 
expertise, training, and products in 
support of its development program. In 
addition to the simple reward of helping 
others, CIDA’s programs help establish 
Canada’s place in our increasingly inter- 
dependent world. CIDA is Canadians 
helping people to help themselves. 


through trade and borrowing; they make 
their own difficult national choices, they 
select their own models of development, 
the systems, the priorities, and the 
projects. Aid works well when comple- 
menting rational development choices. 
Aid flows are not enormous; aid from all 
industrialized countries to all developing 
countries at about U.S. $29 billion is 
about the same as Canadians spend in 
Canada on health and education.”’ 


(CIDA, Annual Report 1985-86). 


Be it resolved that: CIDA increase the 
value of development contracts it tenders 
to the Canadian private sector because 
only the private sector can assure 
efficiency, effectiveness, and a rational 
approach to development projects and 
assure that Canadian dollars are not 
spent in other developed countries at the 
expense of Canadian business. 


Each panelist has three minutes to state 
his/her case. Following the debate, the 
issue can be opened to all participants. 


2. Discussion Questions: 

i) Canada has been actively involved in 
aid to the Third World for more than 
three decades, yet there has been little 
or no improvement in the situation for 
most people in developing countries. 
Should Canada’s assistance programs be 


stopped because they provide few results 
in the developing countries and are of 
little benefit to Canada? 


ii) Since small local projects give the 
most immediate results for the least 
money Canada’s development assistance 
program should emphasize small proj- 
ects administered by Canadian, local, 
and international NGOs. 


iii) Development is people helping 


people. For development to be effective 
it is important that Canadians learn more 
about developing countries. The best 
way for Canadians to learn about devel- 
oping countries is to work and live in 
the Third World. CIDA should increase 
the number of Canadian cooperants it 
places in development projects and when 
these individuals return to Canada, they 
should be encouraged to share their 
experiences with other Canadians. 


3 Billion: 
Typhoon 


(27 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


Canadians often only hear of Third 
World countries when they experience 
their greatest difficulties. Calamities 
such as famine, political discord, war, 
drought, volcanoes, and floods put 
developing countries in prime spots in 
the Canadian media. Typhoon records 
the aftermath of a devastating tropical 
storm which struck the Philippines. It 
shows how residents reacted to the 
storm, and how they began to pick up 
the fragments of their lives. Assistance 
in reconstruction came from neighbours 
who were unaffected; from neighbouring 
countries which had gone through sim- 
ilar experiences; from international agen- 
cies, and from aid programs of the 
developed countries. After the initial 
period of shock, followed by rescue and 
mourning, reconstruction began. The 
bulk of the effort fell upon survivors 
who had suffered losses and had few 
available resources, assisted by the 
Government of the Philippines. Army 
rescue teams, and other branches of 
government provided the coordinated 
effort, special equipment, skills and 
security required in the situation. Repre- 
sentatives of aid agencies then arrived 


Key Concepts: 


UN agency; bilateral agency; multi- 
lateral agency, non-governmental organi- 
zation; disaster relief; reconstruction; 


Related Information: 


In recent years Canadians have wit- 
nessed a calamity unfolding on their 
television screens as drought, followed 
by famine, gripped much of Africa. The 
return of the rains in 1985 brought relief 
to the region, but there is a deep and 
widespread fear that the famine of 
1984—85 will recur. This famine fol- 
lowed an earlier one in 1972-73, and 
was a long time in coming. The warning 


to assess the damage. 


The United Nations Disaster Relief 
Organization (UNDRO) is often among 
the first of the international agencies to 
arrive following a disaster, although only 
in response to a request from the host 
government. Even before such a request 
is received or permission to enter the 
devastated country or area has been 
granted, UNDRO monitors available 
information and prepares for action. 
UNDRO is not an implementing agency, 
its role is to provide accurate informa- 
tion about the disaster and to seek out 
needs which might best be filled by 
international aid efforts. It searches for 
ways to integrate international assistance 
with local efforts. UNDRO works with 
other United Nations agencies such as 
the United Nations International Chil- 
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), and 
the United Nations Development Pro- 
gram (UNDP); with bilateral aid agen- 
cies such as the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA); and with 
non-governmental organizations such as 
OXFAM. In conjunction with host gov- 


implementing agency; UNDRO, 
UNICEF, UNDP, CIDA, OXFAM. 


signs were apparent long before they 
were heeded. 


“Drought, one of the most severe in 
modern African history, played a major 
part in triggering the famine. In just two 
years — 1981 and 1982 — food produc- 
tion in twenty-four sub-Saharan African 
countries fell by 15 per cent. But the 
scale and intensity of the suffering that 
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ernments, UNDRO places emphasis on 
disaster planning, essential services, 
and the distribution of aid. 


Although we think of disasters occurring 
without warning, this is often not the 
case. Famines are not instantaneous. 
Weather patterns which lead to reduced 
crops can be monitored and there are 
cyclical patterns to drought. People can 
take measures, if not to avoid the 
drought, at least to lessen its effects. 
Earthquakes, volcanoes, and tropical 
storms often occur after advance warn- 
ing, Or in patterns of regularity which 
permit predictability. Typhoon shifts 
location to Jamaica for examples of how 
citizens can prepare themselves to cope 
with disaster. A public education pro- 
gram is used to identify susceptible 
areas, to promote actions to reduce 
damage and personal injury, to show 
how to react during the disaster, and 
how to begin rebuilding. There is 
emphasis on accurate information to 
provide advance warning of a disaster 
and emphasis on appropriate individual 
responses to the disaster. 


followed were measures of how near to 
disaster Africa had moved by the 1980s. 
Food production per capita had declined 
steadily over the previous 20 years. 
Massive damage had been done to land, 
water and trees. International economic 
pressures squeezed the life out of 
African economies. Year by year, the 
people of Africa were forced down- 
wards, from subsistence to destitution, 


from survival to death. 


“Many of the governments of Africa 
have placed the blame for famine 
squarely on an international economic 
system that buys African products at low 
prices and sells to Africa goods and 
services at high prices. The past five 
years have been the worst in 50 for 
African economies, not least because of 
foreign exchange constraints: commodity 
prices continued to fall, interest on debt 
has soared, and international aid has 
declined. Faced with this cost-price 
Squeeze, governments across Africa dras- 
tically cut imports, with devastating 


Activities: 


1. Taking A Stand: 

Five positions are established: 

* Positively right; 

¢ Somewhat right; 

* Undecided or neutral; 

¢ Somewhat wrong; 

* Positively wrong. 

An action or attitude shown in, or 
arising from, the film is presented to the 
viewers as a Statement, e.g.: 

i) Disaster relief is the only type of aid 
Canada should offer because people’s 
needs are greatest immediately following 
a disaster; victims have not contributed 
to their own problem, they have simply 
been unlucky; Canada’s efforts will be 
properly appreciated, and as disaster 
relief is short-term, it will not create 
dependency. 

ii) Before offering disaster relief, Can- 
ada should assure that victims have not 
contributed to their own problems, e.g., 
it is foolish to build a home in the path 
of an active volcano. Those who take 
obvious risks in a disaster-prone situa- 
tion should suffer the consequences and 
do not deserve Canadian assistance. 


effects on the availability of foodstuffs, 
fuel, spare parts and other essentials. . . 
. . . Many governments around the 
world place the blame for the famine 
squarely on the policies and perfor- 
mance of African governments. A root 
cause of famine has been the systematic 
neglect and exploitation of the farmers 
— the peasants — of Africa. The voices 
heard by African governments have been 
the voices of the city, of the civil 
service, of the military — but rarely of 
the people who actually grow the food. 
An African aid worker has defined the 
politics of food in this way: ‘Starve the 


iii) A good reason for a developing 
country to maintain a well-trained mili- 
tary is to enable it to effectively cope 
with disasters when they occur. 


iv) Disasters occur with enough fre- 
quency around the world to justify 
Canada establishing a special emergency 
relief unit which would be kept on alert 
to meet the needs of any developing 
country struck by a disaster. Such a unit 
would coordinate the responses of all 
Canadian agencies and work closely 
with the UNDRO. 


v) Disasters are simply short-term 
events. Canada should not respond to 
these types of problems, but should 
concentrate all its aid efforts on long- 
term solutions to the problems of clean 
water, sanitation, adequate food, educa- 
tion, health, and equality for women. 
Viewers group themselves according to 
one of the five positions which is closest 
to their personal view on a statement on 
disaster relief. Each individual is asked 
to explain his/her choice. If viewers 
wish to change their choice after hearing 


city dwellers and they riot; starve the 
peasants and they die. If you were a 
politician which would you choose?’ 
Given these very different perceptions of 
the causes of famine, the world might 
have settled into a long period of debate 
and recrimination. That has not been the 
case. Instead, driven by the magnitude 
of the disaster and by the fervor of 
public opinion, the governments of 
Africa and the international community 
are moving towards a consensus on the 
need to prevent famine.”’ 

(David MacDonald, No More Famine: 
A Decade for Africa). 


others’ reasons for their decision they 
move to the appropriate group. 


2. Discussion Questions: 

i) What is the difference between a 
development agency and a relief 
agency? 

ii) Give some examples of recent natu- 
ral disasters which have affected parts 
of the Third World. 

iii) Why is it necessary for UNDRO to 
work closely with local authorities? 

iv) Why do natural disasters cause so 
many more fatalities in the Third World 
than in developed countries? 

v) If natural disasters cannot be pre- 
vented, what steps could developing 
countries take to reduce the deaths and 
damage that they cause? 

vi) What prerequisites are required be- 
fore UNDRO will become involved in a 
situation caused by natural disaster? 
vii) What are the principal activities of 
the UNDRO representative in an affected 
country? 

vill) Who is primarily responsible for 
reconstruction in an affected country? 


3 Billion: 


The Sun and 


the Night 


(25 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 
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Canadians often only become aware of 
refugees when they see them on televi- 
sion as they arrive in Canada, or as they 
watch ethnic communities sprout in 
Canadian cities. The Sun and The Night 
shows the lives of refugees prior to their 
arrival in Canada. It documents the 
magnitude of the refugee problem and 
exposes the conditions under which 
refugees live after fleeing their own 
country. Images from refugee camps in 
Thailand and Sudan provide insight into 
why individuals flee their own country, 
why they cannot return, and why they 
wish to start a new life in a new land. 
When refugees arrive in Canada, they 
have usually undergone a rigorous selec- 
tion process which ensures that those 
arriving here have the best opportunity 
of successful resettlement, while at the 
same time bringing skills and attitudes 
of benefit to Canada. They may have 
attended classes to introduce them to 


Key Concepts: 


Repatriation; immigration; refugee; 
refugee camps; UNHCR; transit camp. 


Related Information: 


The Canadian public has expressed some 
concern that immigrants arriving in 
Canada have adverse effects on the 
Canadian economy. This concern is 
particularly strong during times of high 
unemployment. The widespread belief is 
that immigrants cost Canadian taxpayers 
money for welfare, unemployment pay- 
ments, and training programs, and that 
immigrants fill jobs at the expense of 
native-born Canadians. 


A study conducted by Canada Employ- 
ment and Immigration determined that 
between 1983 and 1985, of 114,000 


Canadian culture and Canadian society 
and may also have taken French or 
English language courses. 


The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) is the UN 
agency responsible for refugees. Many 
countries, some with inadequate re- 
sources to meet the needs of their own 
people, accept refugees. The UNHCR’s 
mandate is to protect refugees, to assist 
host governments in temporarily accom- 
modating refugees, and to assist the 
refugees in reaching a solution which is 
best for the individuals involved. The 
UNHCR prefers voluntary repatriation to 
the refugees’ own country, but in many 
cases resettlement is the personal prefer- 
ence. There are transit refugee camps to 
accommodate refugees on a temporary 
basis and permanent camps which pro- 
vide services such as schools, clinics, 
and commercial opportunities similar to 


immigrants to Canada who joined the 
workforce, 20,000 were ‘selected refu- 
gees’ recruited to fill particular positions 
for which no Canadians with appropriate 
skills were available. An additional 
6,000 were business immigrants who 
brought $1.5 billion with them to invest 
in Canada, in turn creating an estimated 
17,000 jobs. This study indicated almost 
three new jobs were created per business 
immigrant, but other studies have shown 
that within a few years each business 
immigrant creates six jobs. Non-business 
immigrants brought $2.6 billion with 
them, which is estimated to have created 


those found in large urban centres. 

In many cases, refugee status becomes 
much more than a temporary situation. 
A refugee may remain in a transit camp 
for years. Many of the camps suffer the 
same deprivations which characterize 
much of the Third World: shortages of 
clean water; poor sanitation; limited 
food supplies; inadequate shelter; limited 
access to land; few schools; and poor 
health services. In 1984 the budget of 
the UNHCR was less than $5.00 per 
refugee per year. Supporting refugees 
can be a heavy drain on the host 
country, even with the support of the 
UNHCR. The status of refugees is 
constantly in flux and they can take 
nothing for granted. For refugees, 
exodus may be the only method of 
survival, but it is up to the rest of the 
world to help them live full and 
productive lives. 


at least 86,000 jobs in the Canadian 
economy — enough positions to more 
than employ the non-business immi- 
grants arriving during the same period. 
An important feature in the Canadian 
jobs created by immigrants is that the 
new businesses are often innovative, and 
involve serving new domestic and 
foreign markets. 


Foreign-born Canadians are over- 
represented in the self-employed cate- 
gory in the Canadian Who’s Who, and 
other surveys have shown that foreign- 
born Canadians have more assets and 


Activities: 


higher average incomes than native-born 
Canadians. 


1. Discussion Questions: 

i) Canada is the third largest country in 
the world and has a low population 
density. Canada has ample room and 
adequate resources to accommodate 
large numbers of refugees. What pre- 
vents Canada from opening her doors 
to 250,000 refugees per year? 

ii) Refugees are uprooted, must relearn 
everything, put down new roots, and 
learn a new culture. What responsibility 
does the host country have in assisting 
refugees in adapting to their new 
environment? 

iii) Why do the majority of refugees 
refuse to return to their country of 
origin? 

iv) What can Canadians do to assist 
refugees in their adjustment to Canada? 
v) If conditions are so bad in many 


border and transit refugee camps, 

why do people remain there? 

vi) Canada has received immigrants and 
refugees from Western Europe, Eastern 
Europe, the Caribbean, and South-East 
Asia. From where do you think the next 
major flow of immigrants will arrive? 
From where do you think the next major 
flow of refugees will arrive? 

vil) Have you participated in a cultural 
event organized by refugees in your 
area? Do you think it is important to 
participate in such events? 

vill) What do you think is the most 
difficult adjustment for refugees arriving 
in Canada? 


2. Assignment: 

What is Canadian policy on immigra- 
tion? How are immigrants selected to 
enter Canada? What is Canada’s policy 
on the immigration of refugees? If a 
refugee wanted to “beat Canada’s immi- 


gration system’, what would be the 
best approach? 


3. Role Play: 

Two participants assume the roles of two 
refugees who have the opportunity to 
discuss their cases with the Canadian 
ambassador to Thailand. The ambas- 
sador receives counsel from the Cana- 
dian immigration agency responsible for 
immigration regulations, and from the 
Canadian cultural attache who believes 
that repatriation is the best solution for 
refugees. The discussions of these five 
people are aimed at finding the best 
solution to the refugees’ problems. If 
there is time, the participants can switch 
roles to better appreciate all sides of the 
arguments. At the end of the role 
playing, observers can express their 
views. 


3 Billion: 


Grande Saline 


(26 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


Water is essential to life, yet almost half 
of the three billion people who live in 
developing countries do not have access 
to clean water. Grande Saline docu- 
ments life in a Haitian village and the 
efforts of residents to improve their 
water supply. 


Grande Saline is a village in decline. In 
1969 there were 3000 residents — in 
1984 there were 1200. For the men of 
Grande Saline the unemployment rate 
hovers at 95%. The price of salt, a 
major product of the village, has fallen 
dramatically. Many residents have left in 
search of better economic opportunities. 
Although the price of fish has not yet 
fallen, the catches made by local people, 
using traditional shallow water methods, 
have declined. The salt plains offer some 
employment harvesting salt crystals, but 
the work is hard and the pay is low. 
Working on the salt evaporation pools is 


Key Concepts: 


Economic decline; local needs; desalini- 
zation; solar still; capital cost; operating 
cost. 


Related Information: 


The oil-rich United Arab Emirates have 
used the wealth generated by increased 
world oil prices to develop some non- 
conventional water technologies. A dry 
spell began in 1984, and heavy demands 
have since lowered the country’s water 
tables. Farm yields have declined due to 
increased soil salinity. The United Arab 
Emirates receive a reasonable annual 
rainfall, but only 14% of it percolates 
into underground reserves. The balance, 
more than one billion cubic metres each 
year, evaporates into the atmosphere or 
runs off into the sea. Currently more 
than 50% of the country’s annual water 


equated with slave labour. 

There is a chronic shortage of clean 
water in Grande Saline. All fresh water 
must be boiled to prevent disease, and 
the salt water is too brackish for 
consumption. Oxfam-Quebec, CIDA, 
and the Brace Research Institute of 
McGill University have cooperated to 
assist the local residents in the con- 
struction and operation of desalinization 
basins to obtain potable water from salt 
water. Using local materials and labour 
in combination with some essential 
imported materials and the supervision 
of a Haitian engineer, 32 solar stills 
were constructed. These 32 stills have a 
combined capacity to produce up to 500 
litres of fresh water daily. Each person, 
however, requires 4—5 litres a day. Thus, 
fresh water production remains below 
the requirements of the population. The 
water produced is divided on a priority 


consumption is supplied from desaliniza- 
tion plants, and massive new ones are 
now being constructed. To make more 
effective use of water in agricultural 
production, computer controlled drip 
irrigation systems are being introduced. 
This new technology permits the cultiva- 
tion of twice the current acreage without 
increasing the water requirement. A 
network of large dams to reduce annual 
runoff and store water for agricultural 
purposes is also under construction. 
Finally, a series of wells are being 
drilled to tap huge underground reser- 
voirs which exist under much of north 
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basis — the sick and children receive 
top priority. The balance is equally 
divided among the others. 


As the film documents, the project 
encountered difficulties, and increased 
costs reduced the number of functioning 
stills from 40 to 32. If the residents of 
Grande Saline can gain the skills and 
experience necessary to operate the stills 
effectively, the project may be completed 
by Oxfam-Quebec in the future. 
Oxfam-Quebec concentrates its efforts 
on small projects which meet local 
needs and enjoy broad local support. 
These projects must be able to operate 
independently of foreign capital and 
experts once they are launched. The 
solar stills have a high initial capital 
cost, but with regular maintenance the 
materials should last 10—13 years. Thus, 
the stills have a low operating cost. 


Africa and the Persian Gulf area. These 
wells are part of a water distribution 
system which includes huge storage 
tanks. 


Because it has adequate revenues from 
oil, the United Arab Emirates are able to 
exploit modern technology. By 1990, 
100% of urban dwellers and 95% of 
rural dwellers will have drinking water 
supplied directly to them. The program 
to supply clean water is being imple- 
mented in conjunction with a sanitation 
program so every citizen will have 
access to adequate sanitation by 1990. 


Activities: 


1. Discussion Questions: 

i) Why is it important to implement 
small projects with local support when 
obviously the problems in Haiti are 
national in scope and solving them 
requires major resource investments? 


ii) A shortage of clean water is a 
problem for almost 1.5 billion people in 
developing countries. Canada has exten- 
sive experience in water management, 
given its huge reserves. Should Canada 
concentrate its Third World development 
efforts on the provision of fresh water? 


i11) Development appears to be site- 
specific. How can Canada best support 
local people in their development 
efforts? 


iv) How many Canadian non-govern- 
mental organizations can you identify? 
v) Why is it important for projects such 
as Grand Saline to use local labour? 

vi) What principal problems has the 
project encountered since it was 
launched? 

vil) Do you believe it possible that, one 
day, the competition for fresh water will 
cause conflict between countries? 

viii) Do non-governmental organizations 
have particular characteristics which en- 
able them to promote local development 
projects? 

ix) In addition to the provision of 
potable water, what other benefits did 
Grande Saline gain from the solar still 
project? 


2. Rank Order: 

Four alternative responses are provided 

to a question inspired by the film, 1.e.: 

Which is the best solution to assure that 
the population of Grande Saline has an 

adequate supply of potable water? 


* Relocate the entire village to another 
area of Haiti; 


¢ Provide water from water trucks; 
¢ Construct another 320 solar stills; 


* Provide more aid to stimulate econo- 
mic development in Grande Saline. 
Viewers rank the alternative responses 
(1,2,3,4). Each person expresses his or 
her ranking, and explains the reasons for 
the choice. 


3 Billion: 


Madura, Madura 


(26 minutes, colour, 1986) 


Synopsis 


Madura is one of the 13,700 islands 
which make up the nation of Indonesia. 
It has a hot, equatorial climate with 

a dry season that lasts from May to 
September. Using a travelogue approach, 
Madura, Madura introduces viewers to 
various facets of daily village life in 
Madura’s villages. 


UNICEF actively supports the Indo- 
nesian government’s efforts to improve 
life on Madura. These efforts, however, 
must be made in concert with local 
traditions and culture. 


Undernourishment is a major contribut- 
ing factor to disease. The government of 
Indonesia has introduced family and 
health programs, and encourages im- 


Key Concepts: 


Oral rehydration; village nutritionist; 
demonstration; quality of life; sense 
of community; traditional healers; 
UNICEF. 


Related Information: 


Dehydration which results from diarrhea 
and vomiting causes the deaths of five 
million children every year. These chil- 
dren could be effectively treated with 
oral rehydration therapy (ORT). ORT 
can be as simple as a cheap plastic 
measuring spoon with one end calibrated 
for sugar and the other for table salt. 
One measure of each, mixed in a cup of 
boiling water and provided frequently to 
an ill patient, can prevent dehydration 
and help rehydrate severely ill children. 
When the ingredients are available, 
slightly more sophisticated rehydration 
solutions utilizing sodium bicarbonate 
(baking soda) and potassium can be 
mixed under local conditions. The World 


proved nutrition through programs which 
train volunteer nutritionists in techniques 
such as oral rehydration. These nutri- 
tionists then return to their villages to 
pass on their skills to others. 


Any education program must recognize 
the important role played by traditional 
healers in the villages. These healers are 
highly respected by the villagers, and 
any program of public education, if it is 
to be effective, must receive their 
support. Traditional healers are now 
being trained in the techniques of 
modern midwifery which, when com- 
bined with their traditional skills, create 
a very effective village health worker. 

In addition to professional training, 
monthly ‘well baby’ clinics are now held 


Health Organization (WHO) has devel- 
oped prepackaged, individual dose re- 
hydration salts which, when mixed with 
clean water, are effective for cholera and 
diarrhea. The WHO formula is also 
available with sucrose. The sucrose 
formula costs less and avoids the pos- 
sibility of introducing too much sodium 
into the patient’s blood, but it is less 
effective. 


The mixing spoon set used with the 
WHO formula, or the double-ended 
spoon, offer further cost reductions 
coupled with some reduction in effec- 
tiveness. Home-mixing of sugar and salt 
without the double-ended measuring 
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in each village, and there are immuniza- 
tion programs to combat communicable 
diseases. 


As in most Third World nations, there is 
a constant need for improved access to 
potable water to reduce disease and to 
reduce women’s workload. UNICEF has 
designed an effective village pump and 
supports efforts to improve village water 
supplies. 


There are three billion people in the 
developing nations of the world. These 
people are seeking a greater share of the 
world’s wealth. UNICEF supports a 
program of action and education to 
improve the quality of life on Madura, 
as it does throughout Indonesia and in 
many other Third World nations. 


spoon decreases effectiveness further. 
There is a trade-off between cost and 
effectiveness. Even though the pre- 
packaged WHO formula is the most 
effective method and is very cheap by 
Canadian standards, it is still too costly 
for many people in developing countries. 
ORT requires education as well as 
ingredients. People must be taught to 
recognize the symptoms of dehydration 
and its links with diarrhea. They must 
understand the urgency of starting the 
treatment quickly and continuing it until 
the patient recovers or receives compe- 
tent medical treatment. ORT requires 
clean water, and obtaining clean water is 


a problem in much of the Third World. 
It is essential that contaminated water 
be boiled before it is used to make oral 


Activities: 


1. Discussion Questions: 

i) Development means change. Why is 
it important to make development efforts 
in concert with tradition and culture? 


ii) Is there a role for traditional healers 
in the provision of modern medical 
services in developing countries? 


iii) What elements go into a definition 
of quality of life? Is the quality of life in 
Canada better than the quality of life on 
Madura? Are there aspects of life on 
Madura which you would enjoy? 


iv) What are the two principal reasons 
for malnutrition in the Third World? 


rehydration solutions. ORT offers a 
simple remedy to a widespread medical 
condition, but it is only effective when 


v) What is the principal cause of infant 
mortality? What simple remedy for 
infant mortality has UNICEF proposed 
for mothers? 

vi) Why is it so difficult to change 
the dietary habits of the villagers of 
Indonesia? 

vii) On what basis is the Indonesian 
government encouraging community- 
operated enterprises and the formation 
of cooperatives? 


2. Self-Examination Card: 
Participants write four personal opinions 
on separate cards. Two of the opinions 


introduced through an education pro- 
gram which creates local understanding 
and acceptance. 


are in agreement with ideas or situations 
portrayed in the film, while two are in 
disagreement. The cards are placed in 
two piles, one for favourable opinions, 
and one for critical opinions. Each 
participant draws two cards from each 
pile, assuring that none of the cards are 
his or her own. In turn, each participant 
defends the opinion selected to the other 
participants. In some cases, the presenter 
will be defending positions he or she 
does not hold. If this proves to be the 
case, the presenter can, at the end of the 
exercise, state his or her own feelings on 
the issue. 


For further information, please contact the following: 


Atlantic Provinces 


Saint John Regional Library 
1 Market Square 

Saint John, New Brunswick 
E2L 4Z6 

(506) 648-1191 


Halifax City Regional Library 
5381 Spring Garden Road 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 1E9 

(902) 421-6983 


Media Center 

202 Richmond Street 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
GTA 152 

(902) 368-4639 


St. John’s Oxfam Committee 
P.O. Box 18000 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 
AIC 6C2 

(709) 753-2202 


Quebec 


Bibliotheque Gabrielle Roy 
350 Saint Joseph Street East 
Quebec City, Quebec 

GIK 3B2 

(418) 529-0924 


Montreal Film Library 
880 Roy Street East 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2L 1E6 

(514) 872-3680 


Bibliotheque centrale de prét de 
l’ Abitibi-Témiscamingue 

20 Quebec Boulevard 

Rouyn, Quebec 

J9X 2E1 

(819) 762-4305 


Bibliotheque centrale de prét 
Saguenay/Lac-St-Jean 

100 Price Street West 

Alma, Quebec 

G8B 4S1 

(418) 662-6425 


Kirkland Lake, Ontario 


Ontario 


Ontario Library Service — Ontario Library Service — 
Nipigon Escarpment 

Audio-Visual Services Audio-Visual Services 

910 Victoria Avenue 1133 Central Avenue 

Thunder Bay, Ontario Hamilton, Ontario 

P7C 1B4 L8K 1N7 

(807) 623-5414 (416) 544-2780 


Ontario Library Service — Metropolitan Toronto Reference 
James Bay Library 

Audio-Visual Services Audio-Visual Services 

11 Station Road South 789 Yonge Street 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4W 2G8 

(416) 393-7110 


P2N 3H2 
(705) 567-3341 


Sudbury Public Library 
Audio-Visual Services 
74 Mackenzie Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 

P3C 4X8 

(705) 673-1155 


Ontario Library Service — Rideau 
Audio-Visual Services 

1675 Russell Road, Unit 8 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1G ONI1 

(613) 737-9420 


Ontario Library Service — Trent 
Audio-Visual Services 

129 Church Street South 
Richmond Hill, Ontario 

L4C 1W4 

(416) 884-4395 


Ontario Library Service — 
Saugeen 

Audio-Visual Services 

550 Parkside Drive 

Waterloo, Ontario 

N2L 5V4 

(519) 746-2080 


Ontario Library Service — Thames 
Audio-Visual Services 

366 Oxford Street East 

London, Ontario 

N6A 1V8 

(519) 433-8411 


Western Provinces 


Winnipeg Public Library 
Centennial Library 

251 Donald Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C 3P5 

(204) 986-6489 


Saskatoon Public Library 
311 — 23rd Street East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
S7K 0J6 

(306) 975-7555 


Regina Public Library 
2311 — 23th Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P 3Z5 

(306) 777-6018 


Edmonton Public Library 

7 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 2V4 

(403) 429-9808 


Calgary Public Library 
616 Macleod Trail S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta 

T2G 2M2 

(403) 260-2781 


Prince George Public Library 


887 Dominion Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2ZE 501 

(604) 563-9251 


Reference Services 
Vancouver Public Library 
750 Burrard Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 

V6Z 1X5 

(604) 665-2287 


Greater Victoria 
Public Library 

735 Broughton Street 

Victoria B.C. 

V8W 3H2 

(604) 382-7241 


The International Development Video Library 


Partners in Development 
Not far from Bolgatanga 
Nankorola 

Journey for Survival 
Tree of Survival 

The Economics Game 
Focus on Women 
Madura, Madura 
Grande Saline 

The Sun and the Night 
Typhoon 


Bread and Blue Jeans 


The Monster Machine 
Striking a Balance 
Justice for All 

Days of a Future Past 
Behind the Image 

The World Challenge 
The Japanese Miracle 
The Mirror Cracked 
Interconnected Worlds 
The Lost Opportunities 
Oil Over Troubled Waters 


Territories 


Yukon Libraries and 
Archives Branch 

Audio-Visual Unit 

Box 2703 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2C6 

(403) 667-5240 


N.W.T. Public Library Services 
Hay River, N.W.T. 

XOE ORO 

(403) 874-6531 
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